PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
Tuesday, October 11, 2016
MINUTES

I. CALL TO ORDER

The Regular Meeting of the Tulare Parks and Recreation Commission was called to order at 6:30 a.m. by Chairperson Craig Hancock, at the Claude Meitzenheimer Community Center.
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II.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The flag salute was led by Chairperson Hancock.
III. 
CITIZENS COMMENTS
None.
IV.
COMMUNICATIONS

Director Hunt provided informational items to Commission. On October 25, there will be a joint City Council meeting with Planning Commission and Board of Public Utilities to discuss the process to require the connection to city water services. On November 1, there will be a City Council workshop to receive public testimony regarding preliminary alternatives regarding the Highway 99 interchange. All commissioners are welcome to attend these meetings.
V. 
CONSENT CALENDAR

It was motioned by Commissioner Sherwood and seconded by Commissioner Jamaica that the item on the consent calendar be approved with noted correction on page 2 (should be: “….. prefer to not allow the installation of cellular towers in city parks (6-0) ...”. 
(1)
Approve Commission Minutes of September 13, 2016, Regular Meeting

VI.
ITEMS OF STUDENT’S INTEREST

New Teens on Board students introduced themselves and were welcomed to the Commission for the 2016/2017 school year. Student Alexandria Ramirez is a Junior from Tulare Western High and reported on club activities and fundraisers that she is involved with such as S Club, ASB, Key Club and Harvesting Hope. Student Kimberly Hernandez is a Senior and attends Tulare Union and reported on activities, fundraisers, and sports. Kimberly is involved in Key Club, CSF, Forensics, Link Crew, Band, water polo and recently participated in Relay for Life. Student Ethan Chandra attends Tulare Wester and is involved in CSF and Harvesting Hope.
VII. 
SCHEDULED CITIZEN OR GROUP PRESENTATION

None.

VIII. 
GENERAL BUSINESS
(1)
Request from Life Church Movement to extend their use of the Community Center on Sundays for religious purposes for an additional year
Director Hunt advised Commission that Life Church Movement would like to continue renting the Community Center for an additional year. Commissioner Sherwood asked if there have been any conflicts with other rentals. Staff responded “no”. Chairman Hancock stated he doesn’t want to see this type of use on a permanent basis but doesn’t have a problem extending their use. Melendez advised they are in the process of searching for a permanent location.
Director Hunt advised that staff has contacted other local city agencies who also rent out to church groups and found we are doing nothing different.

After some discussion, it was moved by Chairman Hancock and seconded by Commissioner Beck to allow continued use of the Community Center for six (6) months with additional review at that time. All in favor, 6-0.
(2) 
Request from Living Waters Church to request use of the Senior Community Center for temporary use of the Sierra/Cascade Room for religious purposes
Senior Administrative Assistant Kathy Melendez advised Commission that the Living Waters Church is a first-time user of the Senior Community Center and is requesting use of the Cascade Room. This is a new local church with about 25-30 parishioners. Melendez does not see a conflict of this type of use on Sundays at the Center since there is not much use on Sunday mornings at this facility. The room would be available in the afternoons.
After discussion, it was moved by Commissioner Sherwood and seconded by Commissioner Beck to allow use of the Cascade Room at the Senior Community Center for six (6) months. All in favor, 6-0.

(3) 
Recreation Division attendance report for the month of September 2016 and review of cost recovery reports
Recreation Manager Beck reported on the following activities for the month of September: youth softball tournament was recently held with good participation; 7 teams participated in the afterschool soccer program; BEST Club has seen an increase of approximately 48 students over last year; cooking classes being held at Senior Center; participation in Dancers, Move & Groove, and Tumbling  programs continues to be good; Sports Camp was held with 6 students; Little Kickers Soccer program had 164 youth participating; Recreation staff oversaw Kids Camp at Relay for Life; the Yoga class had 5 adults join in this new class; review of cost recovery reports showed BEST Club for 2015/16 had a 60% recovery, Tumbling had a 104% recovery, and Presports had 71% recovery. Chairman Hancock inquired about opening up the Sports Camp program for any student at no charge because it is a worthwhile program and he would like to generate some interest. Commissioner Sherwood requested to see the cost recovery report for the Sports Camp at the next meeting.
(4)
Review of splash pad hours and recommend fall operation schedule to end October 17, 2016
Parks Manager J. Dean Johns reported that due to weather changes and a decrease in use of the splash pads, he is recommending to shut down both splash pads effective October 17, 2016. After brief discussion, it was the consensus of the Commission to shut down the splash pads per Parks Manager’s recommendation.
(5)
Staff report on park maintenance operations for the month of September 2016
Parks Manager Johns reported on the following: September was a busy month for special park events such as the Tulare County Symphony concert, Wong Race, and Fiesta de la Familia at Del Lago Park, as well as the start of the AYSO season and continued use of fields and picnic shelters; SWAP hours have continued to decline (number of hours not available); Johns provided pictures of park locations where damage had been done to equestrian rails and restrooms, and issues relating to homelessness and graffiti. Chairman Hancock inquired whether there is a liability issue should the rails be removed. Director Hunt believes there could be but he would need to review the trail rules. Hunt would like to reach out to the equestrian users/groups to get their opinions. Hancock would like to get a cost to maintain the repair of the rails and suggested holding a Commission workshop with equestrian groups and provide some options.
In response to last month’s meeting regarding the feeding of wildlife at Del Lago Park, Parks Manager Johns provided information regarding the harassment of animals as per Section 251.1, Harassment of Animals, of the Department of Fish and Wildlife. Feeding of the animals affects migration and the health of the animals and is a public health and safety issue. Director Hunt advised there needs to be a mechanism to enforce such signage. It was the consensus of the Commission to consult with the City Attorney to post signage at Del Lago Park pond.
IX.
COMMISSIONERS QUESTIONS OR REQUESTS
Commissioner Sherwood inquired about the split of the local soccer program. Beck advised that the department has not been involved in their process. The only involvement is the reservation of field use at the soccer complex.
X.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:24 a.m.
