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ACTION MINUTES OF TULARE 
CITY COUNCIL, CITY OF TULARE 

 
December 6, 2016 

 
A regular session meeting of the City Council, City of Tulare was held on 
Tuesday, December 6, 2016, 2016, at 7:00 p.m., in the Tulare Public Library & 
Council Chambers, 491 North “M” Street. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT:  David Macedo, Carlton Jones, Maritsa Castellanoz, Shea 
Gowin, Craig Vejvoda 
 
COUNCIL ELECT:  Jose Sigala, Greg Nunley 
 
STUDENTS PESENT:  Mirian Espinoza, Ashley Logue, Yash Bhakta 
 
STAFF PRESENT:   Paul Melikian, David Hale, Wes Hensley, Willard Epps, Janice 
Avila, Darlene Thompson, Joe Carlini, Rob Hunt, Michael Miller, Steve Bonville, 
Roxanne Yoder 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER REGULAR SESSION 

 
Mayor Macedo called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION 
 
Council Members Vejvoda and Gowin led the Pledge of Allegiance, and an invocation 
was given by Pastor Charles. 
 

III. CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
Mayor Macedo requested those who wish to speak on matters not on the agenda 
within the jurisdiction of the Council, or to address or request a matter be pulled from 
the consent calendar to do so at this time.  He further stated comments related to 
general business matters would be heard at the time that matter is addressed on the 
agenda.  
 
Donnette Silva-Carter addressed the Council inviting them to the Chamber’s Holiday 
Open House, December 14 from 5 – 7 p.m. 
 
Kim Lee addressed the Council with his disappointment over the Interchange 
decision. 
 

IV. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
There were no items for this section on the agenda. 
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V. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 
It was moved by Council Member Vejvoda, seconded by Vice Mayor Jones, and 
unanimously carried that the items on the Consent Calendar be approved as 
presented. 
 

(1) Approve minutes of November 15, 2016 special/regular meeting(s). 
 

(2) Receive Fact Finding Report and Recommendations by 
Arbitrator/Factfinder Walter F. Daugherty in the matter of City of Tulare and 
Tulare Police Officers Union dated November 23, 2016.  [A copy of this 
report is available for public review on the City of Tulare website and in the 
Office of the City Clerk.] 
 

VI. ACTIONS RELATED TO NOVEMBER 8, 2016, GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION 
AND ADMINISTER OATH OF OFFICE TO ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

 
a. Comments by Exiting Council Members.   
 
b. Adopt Resolution 16-60 declaring the canvass of returns and results of the 

general municipal election.  Without discussion, it was moved by Council 
Member Castellanoz, seconded by Council Member Vejvoda and unanimously 
carried to adopt Resolution 16-60 as presented. 

 
c. Administer Oath of Office to elected Council Members.  Chief Deputy City 

Clerk Roxanne Yoder administered the oath to Carlton Jones, Maritsa 
Castellanoz, Jose Sigala and Greg Nunley. 

 
d. Comments by elected Council Members. 
 
e. Reorganization of the City Council – Mayor and Vice Mayor Selection.  

Without discussion, it was moved by Council Member Castellanoz, seconded by 
Council Member Sigala and unanimously carried to select Vice Mayor Jones to 
serve as Mayor.  It was further moved by Council Member Macedo, seconded by 
Mayor Jones and unanimously carried to select Council Member Castellanoz to 
serve as Vice Mayor. 

 
f. Select additional attendee, if any, to attend the Tulare County Association 

of Governments One Voice Trip in February 2017 and update on attendee(s) 
for the New Mayors and Council Members Academy.   
 

g. Review, discussion, selection and update of City Council Representation 
on outside agency Boards and Committees List.  Due to the time sensitive 
nature of the TCAG representative and alternate it was moved by Council 
Member Macedo, seconded by Council Member Nunley and unanimously carried 
to select Vice Mayor Castellanoz to serve as the TCAG representative.  It was 
further moved by Vice Mayor Castellanoz, seconded by Council Member Nunley 
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and unanimously carried to select Council Member Macedo as the TCAG 
alternate.   
 
It was moved by Council Member Sigala, seconded by Vice Mayor Castellanoz to 
continue, the balance of the items on Item g and h be continued to the meeting of 
December 20, 2016. 
 

h. Receive list of current Police Review Board Members for consideration of 
reappointment and or replacement at either this meeting or, alternatively, 
considered for appointment at the December 20 City Council Meeting 
during Board, Commission & Committee Reappointments or Appointments. 

 
VII. ADJOURN REGULAR MEETING 

 
Mayor Jones adjourned the regular meeting at 7:57 p.m. 
 

 
                                         _________________________________ 

President of the Council and Ex-Officio  
Mayor of the City of Tulare 

 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Chief Deputy City Clerk and Clerk of the  
Council of the City of Tulare  



 
  

CITY OF TULARE, CA 
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

 
Submitting Department: City Manager 
 
For Council Meeting of: December 20, 2016 
 
Documents Attached:    Ordinance    Resolution    Staff Report  Other   
None  
               
 
AGENDA ITEM:     
Approve the cancellation of Tulare City Council meeting scheduled for Tuesday, Janu-
ary 3, 2017, due to the holiday season and subsequent city closures. 
 
IS PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED:     Yes       No 
 
BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION:     
With the holiday season approaching and resulting city closures scheduled for Friday, 
December 23 and Monday, December 26, 2016 and Friday, December 30 and Monday, 
January 2, 2017 coupled reduced staffing during this time the meeting of January 3, 
2017 is to be cancelled. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the cancellation of Tulare City Council meeting scheduled for Tuesday, Janu-
ary 3, 2017, due to the holiday season and subsequent city closures. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW/COMMENTS:  Yes      N/A 
 
IS ADDITIONAL (NON-BUDGETED) FUNDING REQUIRED:    Yes      No     N/A 
 
FUNDING SOURCE/ACCOUNT NUMBER: 
 
Submitted by:  Paul Melikian  Title:    Interim City Manager 
 
Date:   November 23, 2016  City Manager Approval: __________ 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 



 
  

CITY OF TULARE, CA 
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

 
Submitting Department: City Manager/Finance 
 
For Council Meeting of: December 20, 2016 
 
Documents Attached:    Ordinance    Resolution    Staff Report  Other   None  
                
 
AGENDA ITEM:     
Receive informational report on current City of Tulare, City Council 2016/2017 travel budget. 
 
IS PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED:     Yes       No 
 
BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION:     
Pursuant to the City of Tulare, City Council Conferences, Meetings, Seminars, Events Travel 
Policy adopted by Resolution 16-21 on June 7, 2016, the City Manager’s Office is to provide 
an accounting report for the Council’s consideration of past expenditures, scheduled travel and 
available funding for future travel within the current budget year. 
 
Current account balances: 
 

Jones – D3 
Balance  $ 1,354.48  

 
Castellanoz – D2 

Balance  $ 1,555.08  
 

Macedo – D4 
Balance  $ 1,700.11  

 
Sigala – D1 

Balance  $ 1,768.92  
 
Nunley – D5 

Balance  $ 1,031.31 
 

 
Current travel arrangements: 
 
Mayor Jones:   
 

• New Mayors and Council Members Academy, Sacramento, CA, January 18-20, 2017, 
estimated expenditures, excluding per diem & mileage, $1477, to be funded from elec-
tion reserves. 

 
• ICSC, Las Vegas, NV, May 20-24, 2017, estimated expenditures, excluding per diem & 

lodging (to be determined), $1026, to be funded from 001-4010-2316. 
 
Vice Mayor Castellanoz: 
 

• League of California Cities Latino Caucus, San Francisco, CA, January 6-8, 2017, esti-
mated expenditures, excluding per diem & mileage, $442, to be funded from 001-4010-
2216 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  



 
Council Member Nunley:   
 

• New Mayors and Council Members Academy, January 18-20, 2017, estimated expendi-
tures, excluding per diem & mileage, $1492, to be funded by election reserves. 

 
• ICSC, Las Vegas, NV, May 20-24, 2017, initial expenditures ($670) and others expens-

es as incurred will be reimbursed or borne by Council Member Nunley, at his request, to 
be reimbursed to 0001-4010-2516 

 
Council Member Sigala: 
 

• New Mayors and Council Members Academy, January 18-20, 2017, estimated expendi-
tures, excluding per diem & mileage, $1097, to be funded by election reserves. 

 
Note:  Expenditures are estimates and may vary due costs associated with lodging when res-
ervations were made, election to cover own expenses, etc. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
Receive informational report on current City of Tulare, City Council 2016/2017 travel budget. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW/COMMENTS:  Yes      N/A 
 
IS ADDITIONAL (NON-BUDGETED) FUNDING REQUIRED:    Yes      No     N/A 
 
Submitted by: Paul Melikian   Title:      Interim City Manager 
       Roxanne Yoder    Chief Deputy City Clerk 
   Darlene Thompson    Finance Director 
 
Date:  December 14, 2016    City Manager Approval: _________ 
 



 
  

CITY OF TULARE  
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

 
Submitting Department: City Manager / Project Management Office 
 
For Council Meeting of:   December 20, 2016 
 
Documents Attached:    Ordinance    Resolution    Staff Report    Other    None  
                
 
AGENDA ITEM:     
Review and approve the project scopes and budgets for two new transportation and utility pro-
jects on ‘I’ St. between San Joaquin Avenue and Pleasant Avenue and on Owens Street be-
tween ‘E’ Street and ‘I’ Street (est. project cost $3,289,677), and Prosperity Avenue at Black-
stone Avenue (est. project cost $290,000). 
 
IS PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED:     Yes       No 
 
BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION:     
The Transportation Management Team has recently compiled a list of transportation and utility 
projects as a part of the Capital Improvements Project Program budget cycle.  Through this 
process, utilizing the City’s Pavement Management System software, utility condition records 
and master-plan information, departments throughout the City identified projects based on 
each department’s highest priorities as they relate to the age and condition of each component 
of the transportation and utility systems.  The list of priorities from each department was then 
consolidated to create projects that address overlapping areas.  Cost estimates were devel-
oped to identify budgets for each project.  Additionally, those costs have been allocated to the 
appropriate funding sources.  Based on available and projected funding compiled from various 
funding sources, a program has been developed and will be submitted for review and approval 
by the City Council and Board of Public Utilities as a part of the upcoming budget process.  
However, with currently available funding and several urgent needs, the team is proposing that 
two projects be approved at this time, ahead of the regular Capital Improvements Project 
Budget cycle, to expedite their timing and ultimate completion.  
 
In the City’s effort to make significant improvements to the water production and distribution 
system, a specific focus has been taken on addressing failing infrastructure and upsizing water 
mainlines to current standards in order to improve flow and circulation throughout the City.  
With the available funding from the recently adopted utility rates and work beginning on the 
construction of several new wells, improvements to the distribution system surrounding these 
well sites is necessary to reap the full benefit of the additional capacity that the new wells will 
provide.  A proposed project is located on ‘I’ St. between San Joaquin Avenue and Pleasant 
Avenue and on Owens St. between ‘E’ St. and ‘I’ St. The specific need behind this project is to 
provide additional water mainline capacity from the new well that is being constructed on ‘I’ St., 
south of Inyo.  The project will install new water main in Owens St., connecting the new well 
site to the 12” mainline in ‘E’ St. to improve the circulation of the loop system.  The project also 
replaces the failing substandard sewer mainline and services in this area, makes necessary 
ADA sidewalk accessibility improvements and addresses the failed pavement.  Expediting the 
project is intended to allow for the completion of this work around the same time the new well 

AGENDA ITEM: 



site is brought online.  Although not absolutely necessary for the new well to function, this pro-
ject will ensure that when the well is brought online, the system will be able to take full ad-
vantage of the additional capacity that the new well will provide.  The Board of Public Utilities 
has reviewed and approved the Water and Sewer funding components of this project. 
 
Another proposed project is located on Prosperity Avenue at Blackstone Avenue to approxi-
mately 395 feet to the east.  This project is intended to improve traffic safety and relieve traffic 
congestion by extending the westbound Prosperity Avenue left-hand turn pocket onto south-
bound Blackstone in order to provide additional queuing.  It also addresses the failing condition 
of the pavement, makes necessary ADA sidewalk improvements and signal modifications.  
Funding for this project is proposed to come from the current Gas Tax fund balance and is in-
cluded in the upcoming proposed Transportation and Utilities Improvements Projects Program. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
Review and approve the project scopes and budgets for two new transportation and utility pro-
jects on ‘I’ St. between San Joaquin Avenue and Pleasant Avenue and on Owens Street be-
tween ‘E’ Street and ‘I’ Street (est. project cost $3,289,677), and Prosperity Avenue at Black-
stone Avenue (est. project cost $290,000). 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW/COMMENTS:  Yes      N/A 
 
IS ADDITIONAL (NON-BUDGETED) FUNDING REQUIRED:    Yes      No     N/A 
 
FUNDING SOURCE/ACCOUNT NUMBER:   
See attached project sheets. 
 
Submitted by:  Nick Bartsch   Title:  Project Manager      
 
Date:  December 8, 2015    City Manager Approval: __________ 
 



2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21

Costs Description
001 -Conceptual $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

002 - Preliminary Design $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

003 - Environmental $6,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $6,000 $0

004 - Final Design $252,600 $0 $0 $0 $0 $252,600 $0

005 - Construct/Impliment $0 $3,031,077 $0 $0 $0 $3,031,077 $0

006 - Close Out $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Total Costs: $258,600 $3,031,077 $0 $0 $0 $3,289,677 $0

Funding Sources
022 - Gas Tax $58,171 $0 $0 $0 $0 $58,171 $0

021 - Measure R-Local $5,906 $450,313 $0 $0 $0 $456,218 $0

077-  Redevelopment CDBG $0 $390,000 $0 $0 $0 $390,000 $0

010 - Water Bonds $105,474 $1,235,558 $0 $0 $0 $1,341,032 $0

615 - Sewer/Wastewater CIP $41,453 $485,967 $0 $0 $0 $527,419

067 - Surface Water Management CIP $47,598 $469,239 $0 $0 $0 $516,837 $0

Total Funding: $258,600 $3,031,077 $0 $0 $0 $3,289,677 $0

KEY POINTS:

TRANSPORTATION PROJECT

PROJECT #

(Capital)

PROJECT MANAGER:

PROJECT DESCRIPTION & PURPOSE:

Nick Bartsch

Pavement Management System / Utilty project on 'I' St. between 

San Joaquin Ave. and Pleasant Ave.; Owens Ave. between 'E' St. and 

'I' St.  Includes ADA Concrete work, Water, Sewer and Surface Water 

facilities.

 'I' St.-Owens Improvements

(Capital)

District(s): 2, 3

Critical Utility Infrastructure Improvements; Increased capacity 

from a proposed new well site; Traffic safety; Relief from potential 

liability concerns; Compliance to the American Disabilities Act

PROJECT STATUS:

PROJECTED START DATE:

FUTURE M & O:                                                            

(Additional Cost & Department Responsibility)

PROJECTED END DATE:

CRITERIA (1-8):

1/1/2017

Approved by TMT on 9/23/16

Criteria 7:  Project addresses regulatory, safety, or environmental 

requirements that could threaten in whole or in part the City's 

ability to operate a core program or function at some future time if 

not replaced or repaired.

6/30/2018

No additional Cost

Fiscal Year

Total Unfunded



2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2021/22

Costs Description
001 -Conceptual $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

002 - Preliminary Design $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

003 - Environmental $2,500 $0 $0 $0 $0 $2,500 $0

004 - Final Design $37,500 $0 $0 $0 $0 $37,500 $0

005 - Construct/Impliment $0 $250,000 $0 $0 $0 $250,000 $0

006 - Close Out $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Total Costs: $40,000 $250,000 $0 $0 $0 $290,000 $0

Funding Sources
022 - Gas Tax $40,000 $250,000 $0 $0 $0 $290,000 $0

$0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

$0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

$0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Total Funding: $40,000 $250,000 $0 $0 $0 $290,000 $0

KEY POINTS:

TRANSPORTATION PROJECT

PROJECT #

(Capital)

PROJECT MANAGER:

PROJECT DESCRIPTION & PURPOSE:

Nick Bartsch

Pavement Management System / Traffic Safety project on 

Prosperity Ave. at Blackstone Avenue to approximately 395 feet 

east.  Includes ADA Concrete work, signal upgrades and median 

improvements to expand the westbound Prosperity left turn lane to 

southbound Blackstone to allow for additional queuing and 

enhanced traffic safety.

Prosperity Ave. - Blackstone Improvements

(Capital)

District(s): 4

Traffic safety Improvements; Relief from potential liability concerns; 

Compliance to the American Disabilities Act

PROJECT STATUS:

PROJECTED START DATE:

FUTURE M & O:                                                            

(Additional Cost & Department Responsibility)

PROJECTED END DATE:

CRITERIA (1-8):

1/1/2017

Approved by TMT on 9/23/16

Criteria 7:  Project addresses regulatory, safety, or environmental 

requirements that could threaten in whole or in part the City's 

ability to operate a core program or function at some future time if 

not replaced or repaired.

6/30/2018

No additional Cost

Fiscal Year

Total Unfunded





 
 
  

CITY OF TULARE  
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

 
Submitting Department:  Engineering 
 
For Council Meeting of:  December 20, 2016 
 
Documents Attached:    Ordinance    Resolution    Staff Report  Other   
None  
               
 
AGENDA ITEM:     
Conditionally approve the Parcel Map filed by Holmes Properties, LLC for the division of 
land located at the south side of Bardsley Avenue, east of Laspina Street for re-
cordation, and accept all easements and dedications offered to the City subject to re-
ceipt of the signed parcel map, all fees, and other required items prior to February 20, 
2017.  
 
IS PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED:      Yes        No 
 
BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION: 
Tentative Parcel Map No. 2016-03 filed by Holmes Properties, LLC for the division of 
land located on the south side of Bardsley Avenue, east of Laspina Street was ap-
proved by the Parcel Map Committee on November 14, 2016. This parcel map com-
prises approximately 1.85 acres to be subdivided into 2 parcels. Parcel 1 is 0.61 acres 
and Parcel 2 is 1.24 acres. The map provides an easement for public utility purposes 
along Bardsley Avenue street frontage and along the east side of Parcel 1.  
 
The subdivider is actively working to complete the final map. To expedite the parcel 
map approval process, the subdivider is requesting Council’s conditional approval and 
acceptance subject to receipt of the signed parcel map, all fees, and other required 
items within 60-days. Such requests have routinely been accommodated. 
 
A copy of the Parcel Map is attached.   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Conditionally approve the Parcel Map filed by Holmes Properties, LLC for the division of 
land located at the south side of Bardsley Avenue, east of Laspina Street for re-
cordation, and accept all easements and dedications offered to the City subject to re-
ceipt of the signed parcel map, all fees, and other required items prior to February 20, 
2017.  
  
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 



CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW/COMMENTS:     Yes      N/A 
The parcel map will be reviewed for compliance with applicable legal requirements prior 
to recordation. 
 
IS ADDITIONAL (NON-BUDGETED) FUNDING REQUIRED:    Yes     No     N/A 
(If yes, please submit required budget appropriation request) 
 
FUNDING SOURCE/ACCOUNT NUMBER:  N/A  
 
Submitted by:  Michael Miller   Title: City Engineer 
 
Date:  December 12, 2016    City Manager Approval: __________ 
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SHEET 1 OF 1

FAX: 559.802.3215
TEL: 559.802.3052
VISALIA, CA 93292

324 S. SANTA FE ST., STE. A
P.O. BOX 7593

OWNER'S STATEMENT

BEING A DIVISION OF PARCEL NO. 2, OF PARCEL MAP NO. 2844, RECORDED IN BOOK 29 OF PARCEL MAPS, AT PAGE 45 OF TULARE COUNTY RECORDS,
LOCATED IN SECTION 13, TOWNSHIP 20 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, MOUNT DIABLO BASE AND MERIDIAN, IN THE CITY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

HOLMES PROPERTIES, LLC
262 NORTH M ST.
TULARE, CA 93274

FOR:

PREPARED BY:

WE HEREBY STATE THAT WE ARE THE LEGAL OWNERS OF, OR HAVE SOME RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST IN AND TO
THE REAL PROPERTY INCLUDED WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE SUBDIVISION SHOWN UPON THIS PARCEL MAP,
AND THAT WE ARE THE ONLY PERSONS WHOSE CONSENT IS NECESSARY TO PASS A CLEAR TITLE TO SAID
PROPERTY, AND WE CONSENT TO THE MAKING AND FILING OF SAID PARCEL MAP AS SHOWN WITHIN THE BOLD
BORDER LINES HEREON.  WE HEREBY OFFER TO DEDICATE AND DO HEREBY DEDICATE THE FOLLOWING, AS
SHOWN WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE MAP HEREON, FOR THE SPECIFIED PURPOSES:

AT THE REQUEST OF 4 CREEKS, INC.
IN BOOK _______ OF PARCEL MAPS, AT PAGE _______, TULARE COUNTY RECORDS,
FILED THIS ____ DAY OF ________________, 20____, AT ________.M.

DOC NO.___________
FEE PAID__________

BY:_________________________________________
     DEPUTY

RANDY D. WASNICK

BOARD OF SUPERVISOR'S STATEMENT

CITY ENGINEER'S STATEMENT

PLANNING DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

RECORDER'S STATEMENT

CITY CLERK'S STATEMENT

DATED THIS              DAY OF                                                , 20         

MICHAEL C. SPATA, TULARE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER/CLERK OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

DEPUTY CLERK

MICHAEL W. MILLER, CITY ENGINEER
RCE 53462, EXPIRES 6/30/17

PAUL MELIKIAN, INTERIM CITY MANAGER / CITY CLERK

ROXANNE YODER, CHIEF DEPUTY CITY CLERK

BY: _______________________________

ROB HUNT, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND BUILDING                       

DATE

SURVEYOR'S STATEMENT

SOIL CERTIFICATE 

WITNESS MY HAND AND OFFICIAL SEAL THIS              DAY OF                                            , 20            .

P.L.S. 8163 DATE

NAME:                                                                                                      RCE#

THIS MAP WAS PREPARED BY ME OR UNDER MY DIRECTION AND IS BASED UPON A FIELD SURVEY, IN
CONFORMANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE SUBDIVISION MAP ACT AND LOCAL ORDINANCE AT
THE REQUEST OF HOLMES PROPERTIES, IN MAY OF 2016. I HEREBY STATE THAT THIS PARCEL MAP
SUBSTANTIALLY CONFORMS TO THE CONDITIONALLY APPROVED TENTATIVE MAP, IF ANY.  ALL
MONUMENTS ARE OF THE CHARACTER AND OCCUPY THE POSITIONS INDICATED AND ARE SUFFICIENT
TO ENABLE THE SURVEY TO BE RETRACED.  THE MONUMENTS NOT YET SET, WILL BE SET WITHIN ONE
YEAR OF THE RECORDING OF THIS MAP.

I HEREBY STATE THAT I HAVE EXAMINED THIS MAP, THAT THE SUBDIVISION AS SHOWN IS
SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME AS IT APPEARED ON THE TENTATIVE MAP AND ANY APPROVED
ALTERATIONS THEREOF, AND THAT ALL PROVISIONS OF THE SUBDIVISION MAP ACT AND ANY LOCAL
ORDINANCE APPLICABLE AT THE TIME OF APPROVAL OF THE TENTATIVE MAP HAVE BEEN COMPLIED
WITH. I FURTHER CERTIFY THAT ALL REQUIRED OFFSITE AND ONSITE IMPROVEMENTS HAVE EITHER
ALREADY BEEN INSTALLED, HAVE BEEN DEFERRED UNTIL FUTURE DEVELOPMENT, OR ADEQUATE
BONDS OR OTHER SUITABLE SURETIES HAVE BEEN PROVIDED.

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TULARE HELD
ON THIS ____ DAY OF ______________, 20___, AN ORDER WAS DULY AND REGULARLY MADE AND
ENTERED APPROVING THIS PARCEL MAP AND ACCEPTING ON BEHALF OF THE PUBLIC,  AND PUBLIC
UTILITY EASEMENTS, AND ACCEPT THE WAIVER OF DIRECT ACCESS RIGHTS INCLUDED WITHIN THE
BOUNDARIES OF THE SUBDIVISION SHOWN UPON THIS MAP.

WITNESS MY HAND AND OFFICIAL SEAL OF THE CITY OF TULARE, THIS ____ DAY OF ________________, 20___.

I, MICHAEL C. SPATA, COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER/CLERK OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
OF THE COUNTY OF TULARE, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT SAID BOARD OF SUPERVISORS HAS
APPROVED THE PROVISIONS MADE FOR THE PAYMENT OF TAXES AS PROVIDED IN DIVISION 2 OF
TITLE 7 OF THE GOVERNMENT CODE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT A SOILS REPORT WAS PREPARED BY ME ON______________
IN CONFORMANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF STATE AND LOCAL STATUTES.

ROLAND P. HILL
TULARE COUNTY ASSESSOR/CLERK RECORDER

BY:

CITY SURVEYOR'S STATEMENT

DATE

I HEREBY STATE THAT I HAVE CAREFULLY EXAMINED THIS MAP AND AM SATISFIED THAT THIS MAP IS
TECHNICALLY CORRECT, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE SUBDIVISION MAP ACT.

HOLMES PROPERTIES LLC, A CALIFORNIA LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

BY:

STATE OF CALIFORNIA/COUNTY OF _____________
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CITY OF TULARE, CA 
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

 
Submitting Department: Engineering 
 
For Council Meeting of: December 20, 2016 
 
Documents Attached:    Ordinance    Resolution   Staff Report  Other   None  
                
   
AGENDA ITEM:     
Adopt Resolution 16-          authorizing the installation of an all-way stop at the intersection of 
Sonora Avenue and Pratt Street.   
 
IS PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED:     Yes       No 
 
BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION:     
Executive Summary 
Based upon the findings of a traffic study, it is recommended that the intersection of Sonora 
Avenue and Pratt Street be designated as an all-way stop intersection. 
 
Background 
The Engineering Department received a request from the Tulare City Elementary School 
District for a traffic study to be conducted at the intersection of Sonora Avenue and Pratt 
Street.  The request stemmed from concerns raised by the parents of students attending 
Roosevelt Elementary and Mulcahy Middle Schools regarding the safety of school-age 
pedestrians crossing Pratt Street on Sonora Avenue.  The request was referred to and 
reviewed by the City’s Transportation Management Team (TMT).  The TMT is composed of 
representatives from the various City departments directly involved or impacted by 
transportation policy and funding decisions, and is charged with providing oversight regarding 
the same.  Upon their review of the request, TMT recommended that a traffic study be 
undertaken.  The goal of the study was to determine whether warrants were met for the 
installation of an all-way stop, a traffic signal, additional warning devices, or other intersection 
treatments.   
 
The intersection is currently a two-way stop, where eastbound and westbound traffic on 
Sonora Avenue are required to stop.  Sonora Avenue is designated as a suggested route to 
school for both Roosevelt Elementary School and Mulcahy Middle School, and carries a 
significant amount of school-age pedestrian traffic.  The intersection of Sonora Avenue and 
Pratt Street currently has high-visibility school crosswalk markings and associated warning 
signs, including flashing yellow beacons on mast-arms in advance of the intersection.  
However, visibility of the Pratt Street crossing and pedestrians within the crosswalk is 
constrained by vehicles parking along the residential frontages of Pratt Street.  The speed limit 
on Pratt Street is 40 mph, which further raises concerns regarding the safety of pedestrians 
crossing at the intersection.   
 
In response to the request, the City contracted with Peters Engineering Group of Clovis to 
perform a traffic study at the intersection.  A copy of the main body of the study is attached.  
The study found that none of the standard warrants established by the California Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices for multi-way stops are currently met at the intersection.  

AGENDA ITEM: 



However, the Manual does make provisions for other site specific criteria to be considered 
when evaluating an intersection for stop control.  The nearby presence of both Roosevelt 
Elementary School and Mulcahy Middle School, and the resulting presence of school-age 
pedestrians crossing at the intersection, constitute a special safety concern that justifies 
consideration of installing an all-way stop. 
 
The Police Chief and City Engineer have reviewed the findings of the traffic study, and concur 
with its recommendation to designate the intersection of Sonora Avenue and Pratt Street as an 
all-way stop intersection. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt Resolution 16-           authorizing the installation of an all-way stop at the intersection of 
Sonora Avenue and Pratt Street.   
 
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW/COMMENTS:    Yes     N/A 
 
IS ADDITIONAL (NON-BUDGETED) FUNDING REQUIRED:    Yes     No     N/A 
 
FUNDING SOURCE/ACCOUNT NUMBER:  
Funding is budgeted to cover the estimated $500 expense through the Street Department’s 
Maintenance Materials account. 
 
Submitted by:  Michael Miller Title:  City Engineer 
 
Date:   December 12, 2016 City Manager Approval: ________ 



 

 

RESOLUTION 16- ___ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TULARE AUTHORIZING 
THE INSTALLATION OF AN ALL-WAY STOP AT THE INTERSECTION  

OF SONORA AVENUE AND PRATT STREET. 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Tulare Engineering Department reviewed a request to 

provide additional traffic control measures at the intersection of Sonora Avenue and 
Pratt Street; and 

 
WHEREAS, a traffic study was conducted on behalf of the City of Tulare by Peters 

Engineering Group of Clovis, California; and 
 
WHEREAS, said traffic study determined that the standard warrants set forth 

within the California Manual On Uniform Traffic Control Devices for the installation of an 
all-way stop were not met at the intersection of Sonora Avenue and Pratt Street, it did 
also identify the close proximity of two elementary schools and resulting school-age 
pedestrian traffic as suitable criteria to consider such an installation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Chief of Police and City Engineer concur with the findings of said 

traffic study for Sonora Avenue and Pratt Street.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:  That the Public Works 

Director of the City of Tulare, or his designee, is hereby authorized to install an all-way 
stop at the intersection of Sonora Avenue and Pratt Street.  
 

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 20th day of December 2016. 

 
_______________________________ 
President of the Council and Ex-Officio 

     Mayor of the City of Tulare 
 
ATTEST:    
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA) 
COUNTY OF TULARE    )  ss. 
CITY OF TULARE   ) 
 
 I, Paul Melikian, Interim City Clerk of the City of Tulare, certify the foregoing is 
the full and true Resolution 16-___ passed and adopted by the Council of the City of 
Tulare at a regular meeting held on December 20, 2016, by the following vote: 
 
Aye(s) ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Noe(s) ______________________ Abstention(s) _________________________ 
 
Dated:     Paul Melikian, INTERIM CITY CLERK 
    
      

By Roxanne Yoder, Chief Deputy City Clerk 



 

- -engineering.com 

 
 
 
Mr. Michael Miller                November 11, 2016 
City of Tulare 
411 East Kern Avenue 
Tulare, California 93274 
 
Subject: Intersection Evaluation and Warrants Study 
  Intersection of Sonora Avenue and Pratt Street 
  Tulare, California 
 
Dear Mr. Miller: 

Introduction 

This report presents the results of an intersection evaluation and warrants study for the 
intersection of Sonora Avenue and Pratt Street in Tulare, California.  The purpose of this 
study is to develop an understanding of the operation of the intersection considering vehicles, 
pedestrians, and bicycles, and to provide recommendations related to all-way stop control, 
traffic signals, warning devices, or intersection treatments to increase driver awareness of 
pedestrians. 

Existing Conditions 

The intersection of Sonora Avenue and Pratt Street is a four-legged intersection controlled by 
stop signs on the eastbound and westbound approaches of Sonora Avenue.  Each of the four 
approaches consists of only one lane; although there is enough width on the north leg and the 
south leg for the approaches to function as though a separate right-turn lane exists.  However, 
there is typically not enough width for dedicated left-turn or right-turn lanes at the 
intersection.  Parallel parking is allowed near the curb returns and would impede dedicated 
right turns on the northbound and southbound approaches.   

Mulcahy Middle School and Roosevelt Elementary School are near the intersection.  Ladder-
style yellow crosswalks exist on all four legs and school crossing signs exist on the 
northbound and southbound approaches.  It is noted that the existing signs are old and do not 
meet the current California sign standards.  Mast-arm mounted flashing yellow beacons 
(similar to Assembly D) exist between 300 and 400 feet in advance of the intersection on the 
northbound and southbound approaches.   

A crossing guard was observed assisting student pedestrians, although only one crossing 
guard was present to assist four different crosswalks, and students were observed crossing in 
two different crosswalks at the same time.  
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The Tulare General Plan adopted October 7, 2014 designates Pratt Street as a primary 
collector street and Sonora Avenue as a secondary collector street at the study location. 

Existing Traffic Volumes 

Twenty-four-hour traffic counts were performed on each leg of the study intersections on 
Tuesday, October 4, 2016 by National Data & Surveying Services (NDS), an independent 
traffic counting firm.  Intersection turning-movement counts, including automobiles, trucks, 
bicycles, and pedestrians, were also performed at each intersection by NDS.  The intersection 
turning movement counts were performed between the hours of 7:00 and 9:00 a.m. and 
between 2:00 and 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 4, 2016.  The traffic count data sheets are 
attached. 

Existing Intersection Level of Service 

The Transportation Research Board Highway Capacity Manual, 2010 (HCM2010) defines 

measures that represent quality of service, measured on an A-F scale, with LOS A 

intersections are presented in Tables 1 and 2. 

The Tulare General Plan adopted October 7, 2014 includes Policy TR-P2.3, which states:  

Manual (published by the Transportation Research Board of the National Research Council), 
as the minimum desirable service level at which freeways, arterial streets, collector streets 
and their intersections should operate.  

 

Table 1 
Level of Service Characteristics for Unsignalized Intersections 

Level of Service Average Vehicle Delay (seconds) 
A 0-10 
B >10-15 
C >15-25 
D >25-35 
E >35-50 
F >50 

Reference: Highway Capacity Manual, Transportation Research Board, 2010 
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Table 2 
Level of Service Characteristics for Signalized Intersections 

Level of 
Service Description Average Vehicle 

Delay (seconds) 

A Volume-to-capacity ratio is low.  Progression is exceptionally 
favorable or the cycle length is very short. <10 

B Volume-to-capacity ratio is low.  Progression is highly favorable or 
the cycle length is very short. >10-20 

C Volume-to-capacity ratio is no greater than 1.0.  Progression is 
favorable or cycle length is moderate. >20-35 

D 
Volume-to-capacity ratio is high but no greater than 1.0.  
Progression is ineffective or cycle length is long.  Many vehicles 
stop and individual cycle failures are noticeable. 

>35-55 

E 
Volume-to-capacity ratio is high but no greater than 1.0.  
Progression is unfavorable and cycle length is long.  Individual 
cycle failures are frequent. 

>55-80 

F Volume-to-capacity ratio is greater than 1.0.  Progression is very 
poor and cycle length is long.  Most cycles fail to clear the queue. >80 

Reference: Highway Capacity Manual, Transportation Research Board, 2010 
 

The LOS at the study intersection was determined using the computer program Synchro 9, 
which is based on the HCM2010 procedures for calculating LOS.  Table 3 presents the 
results of the intersection analyses, including average delay per vehicle, during the peak 15 
minutes and the associated LOS.  The intersection analysis sheets are attached.   

Table 3 
Intersection Weekday Peak 15-Minute LOS Summary 

Intersection Approach Control Type 
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. 3:15 to 4:15 p.m. 
Delay 
(sec) LOS Delay 

(sec) LOS 

Sonora Avenue /  
Pratt Street 

Eastbound Stop sign 13.4 B 11.6 B 
Westbound Stop sign 14.3 B 11.4 B 
Northbound None 7.7 A 7.4 A 
Southbound None 7.5 A 7.5 A 

 

The analyses indicate that the intersection operates at acceptable levels of service during peak 
hours.  Vehicles are required to yield to pedestrians, which increases the average delay 
slightly, but does not result in a condition in which the intersection operates below the City 
policy of LOS D. 

Collision History 

Collision records were obtained from the Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System 
(SWITRS) for the years 2010 through 2015.  The records indicate that a broadside collision 
occurred as a result of an improper turn on October 9, 2014.  No other collisions were 
recorded during the six-year timeframe reviewed. 
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Traffic Signal Warrants 

The California State Transportation Agency and California Department of Transportation 
California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, 2014 Edition (Including Revision 1) 
(CMUTCD) presents various criteria (warrants) for determining the need for traffic signals.  
The CMUTCD states that an engineering study of traffic conditions, pedestrian 
characteristics, and physical characteristics of the location shall be performed to determine 
whether installation of a traffic control signal is justified at a particular location.   

The CMUTCD states that the investigation of the need for a traffic control signal shall 
include an analysis of the applicable factors contained in the following traffic signal warrants: 

Warrant 1, Eight-Hour Vehicular Volume. 
Warrant 2, Four-Hour Vehicular Volume. 
Warrant 3, Peak Hour. 
Warrant 4, Pedestrian Volume. 
Warrant 5, School Crossing. 
Warrant 6, Coordinated Signal System. 
Warrant 7, Crash Experience. 
Warrant 8, Roadway Network. 
Warrant 9, Intersection Near a Grade Crossing 

If one or more of the signal warrants is met, signalization of the intersection may be 
appropriate.  However, a signal likely should not be installed if none or few of the warrants 
are met since the installation of signals may increase delays on the previously uncontrolled 
major street and may contribute to an increase in accidents. 

The results of the warrants analyses are attached and indicate that no warrants are satisfied at 
the study intersection based on the existing weekday traffic counts and collision data 
currently available. 

Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon Warrants 

Pedestrian hybrid beacons (also known as the High-Intensity Activated crossWalK (or 
HAWK)) are pedestrian-activated warning devices located on the roadside or on mast arms 
over mid-block pedestrian crossings.  The beacon head consists of two red lenses above a 
single yellow lens.  The beacon head is dark  until the pedestrian desires to cross the street.  
At this point, the pedestrian will push a button that activates the beacon.  After displaying 
brief flashing and steady yellow intervals, the device displays a steady red indication to 
drivers and a WALK  indication to pedestrians, allowing them to cross a major roadway 
while traffic is stopped. 

The CMUTCD presents a description and guidelines for installation of pedestrian hybrid 
beacons as presented below. 
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Section 4F.01 Application of Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons 
Support: 

01 A pedestrian hybrid beacon is a special type of hybrid beacon used to warn and control traffic 
at an unsignalized location to assist pedestrians in crossing a street or highway at a marked 
crosswalk. 

01a A conventional traffic control signal operation with a standard signal face displaying green, 
yellow and red (steady and/or flashing red) indications, at a mid-block crosswalk is an alternative 
to the pedestrian hybrid beacon. 

Option: 

02 A pedestrian hybrid beacon may be considered for installation to facilitate pedestrian crossings 
at a location that does not meet traffic signal warrants (see Chapter 4C), or at a location that 
meets traffic signal warrants under Sections 4C.05 and/or 4C.06 but a decision is made to not 
install a traffic control signal. 

Figures 4F-1 and 4F-2 of the CMUTCD present guidelines for determining whether 
pedestrian hybrid beacons are warranted.  The figures are attached and the analysis indicates 
that the existing pedestrian and vehicular volumes are not great enough to warrant the 
installation of pedestrian hybrid beacons.   

In-Roadway Warning Lights Warrants 

In-roadway warning lights are yellow flashing lights that are installed in the pavement 
adjacent to the crosswalk and are intended to be visible to oncoming vehicles.  The lights are 
normally dark  and are typically activated by a pedestrian using a push button.  The 
CMUTCD presents the following considerations for in-roadway warning lights. 

A. Whether the crossing is controlled or uncontrolled. 

B. An engineering traffic study to determine if In-Roadway Warning Lights are compatible 
with the safety and operation of nearby intersections, which may or may not be, 
controlled by traffic signals or STOP/YIELD signs. 

C. Standard traffic signs for crossings and crosswalk pavement markings are provided. 

D. At least 40 pedestrians regularly use the crossing during each of any two hours (not 
necessarily consecutive) during a 24-hour period. 

E. The vehicular volume through the crossing exceeds 200 vehicles per hour in urban 
areas or 140 vehicles per hour in rural areas during peak-hour pedestrian usage. 

F. The critical approach speed (85th percentile) is 45 mph or less. 

G. In-Roadway Warning Lights are visible to drivers at the minimum stopping sight 
distance for the posted speed limit. 

H. Public education on In-Roadway Warning Lights is conducted for new installations. 

 

The results of the traffic counts indicate that, strictly speaking, Criteria D is not satisfied 
because 48 pedestrians were observed crossing in the east-west direction (both the north leg 
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and south leg combined) during the a.m. peak hour but only 38 pedestrians were observed 
during the p.m. peak hour (both the north leg and south leg combined).  However, it is likely 
that at least 40 pedestrians cross on several days per year.  Therefore, in-roadway warning 
lights may be considered at this location. 

All-Way STOP Sign Warrants 

The CMUTCD presents the following discussion relative to the use of STOP signs: 

Section 2B.07 Multi-Way Stop Applications 
Support: 

01 Multi-way stop control can be useful as a safety measure at intersections if certain traffic 
conditions exist.  Safety concerns associated with multi-way stops include pedestrians, bicyclists, 
and all road users expecting other road users to stop. Multi-way stop control is used where the 
volume of traffic on the intersecting roads is approximately equal. 

02 The restrictions on the use of STOP signs described in Section 2B.04 also apply to multi-way 
stop applications. 

Guidance: 

03 The decision to install multi-way stop control should be based on an engineering study. 

04 The following criteria should be considered in the engineering study for a multi-way STOP 
sign installation: 

A. Where traffic control signals are justified, the multi-way stop is an interim measure that can 
be installed quickly to control traffic while arrangements are being made for the installation 
of the traffic control signal. 

B. Five or more reported crashes in a 12-month period that are susceptible to correction by a 
multi-way stop installation. Such crashes include right-turn and left-turn collisions as well as 
right-angle collisions. 

C. Minimum volumes: 

1  The vehicular volume entering the intersection from the major street approaches (total of 
both approaches) averages at least 300 vehicles per hour for any 8 hours of an average 
day; and 

2. The combined vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle volume entering the intersection from 
the minor street approaches (total of both approaches) averages at least 200 units per 
hour for the same 8 hours, with an average delay to minor-street vehicular traffic of at 
least 30 seconds per vehicle during the highest hour; but 

3. If the 85th-percentile approach speed of the major-street traffic exceeds 40 mph, the 
minimum vehicular volume warrants are 70 percent of the values provided in Items 1 
and 2. 

D. Where no single criterion is satisfied, but where Criteria B, C.1, and C.2 are all satisfied to 
80 percent of the minimum values. Criterion C.3 is excluded from this condition. 
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Option: 

05 Other criteria that may be considered in an engineering study include: 

A. The need to control left-turn conflicts; 

B.  The need to control vehicle/pedestrian conflicts near locations that generate high pedestrian 
volumes; 

C. Locations where a road user, after stopping, cannot see conflicting traffic and is not able to 
negotiate the intersection unless conflicting cross traffic is also required to stop; and 

D. An intersection of two residential neighborhood collector (through) streets of similar design 
and operating characteristics where multi-way stop control would improve traffic operational 
characteristics of the intersection. 

 

Analysis of the traffic count data and the collision history indicate that all-way stop control is 
not warranted based on Criteria A through D in Paragraph 04 listed above.  However, 
Paragraph 05 lists optional criteria that appear to be applicable, particularly Option B (the 
need to control vehicle/pedestrian conflicts) and Option D (two residential collector streets 
with similar operating characteristics).  Therefore, the installation of all-way stop control 
should be considered.  Table 4 presents additional peak-hour intersection analyses assuming 
all-way stop control. 

Table 4 
Intersection Weekday Peak 15-Minute LOS Summary  All-Way Stop Control 

Intersection Approach Control Type 
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. 3:15 to 4:15 p.m. 
Delay 
(sec) LOS Delay 

(sec) LOS 

Sonora Avenue /  
Pratt Street 

Entire Intersection All-way stop 8.8 A 8.2 A 
Eastbound Stop sign 8.6 A 8.3 A 
Westbound Stop sign 8.6 A 7.9 A 
Northbound Stop sign 9.2 A 8.4 A 
Southbound Stop sign 8.4 A 8.0 A 

 

Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB) 

RRFB operate as warning beacons installed on poles adjacent to a crosswalk and are 
normally dark  until activated by a pedestrian push button.  The beacons use an irregular 

resence of pedestrians.  The 
concept is similar to that of in-roadway lights, but the beacons are installed on poles at a 
height of at least seven feet at each end of the crosswalk.  Advantages of RRFB versus in-
pavement lights include ease of maintenance (no installation within pavement, fewer issues 
with dirt and leaves, no impact from vehicle tires), more visible to vehicles following behind 
other vehicles, and they are installed on poles with signs that typically are already required at 
the crosswalk. 

RRFB are not presented in the CMUTCD but have been authorized for use in California (see 
attached FHWA letter dated August 10, 2011).  There are no warrant guidelines for the 
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installation of RRFB; rather, the installation is optional to supplement W11-2 (Pedestrian) or 
S1-1 (School) signs.  Therefore, RRFB may be considered on the north and south legs of the 
intersection of Sonora Avenue and Pratt Street.  

Discussion 

The analyses suggest that the intersection of Sonora Avenue and Pratt Street is operating at 
acceptable levels of service with stop sign control on the east and west legs.  Collision history 
(few collisions have occurred) suggests that there are not severe operational or geometric 
deficiencies at the intersection.  Warrants for traffic signals and pedestrian hybrid signals do 
not appear to be satisfied.  Furthermore, pedestrian hybrid signals are better suited to mid-
block crosswalks and would not be an ideal solution at the study intersection.  Warrants for 
all-way stop control do not appear to be satisfied based on the observed vehicular and 
pedestrian volumes alone, although all-way stop control may be considered based on other 
factors.   

Observation of the intersection during peak periods (including vehicles, school pedestrians, 
and crossing guards) 

, may also be a sense that vehicles on Pratt Street are driving too fast.  
The greatest difficulty experienced by the school crossing guard was stopping traffic in the 
northbound and southbound directions while pedestrians used crosswalks on both the north 
and south legs simultaneously. 

It appears that there is a need to calm traffic on Pratt Street and provide adequate gaps for 
pedestrians during peak hours.  Traffic control devices discussed in this report that may be 
appropriate include:  all-way stop control, in-roadway warning lights, and RRFB.  
Considering that the pedestrian users include school children, it is our opinion that in-
roadway lights and RRFB, when activated by children, may result in a false sense of security 
by the pedestrian.  In such a case a pedestrian may push the button to activate lights and step 
in front of a moving vehicle.  It is, therefore, our recommendation that all-way stop control be 
installed at the intersection.  It is common for crossing guards to assist pedestrians even at all-
way-stop-controlled intersection; therefore, the installation of all-way stop control should not 
be considered as a complete replacement of the adult crossing guard. 

Conclusions 

The results of the traffic signal warrants analyses suggest that traffic signals should not be 
installed at the study intersections at this time.  Consideration has been given to in-roadway 
warning lights, rectangular rapid flashing beacons (RRFB), and pedestrian hybrid beacons 
(HAWK); however, we are not recommending installation of these devices at the study 
intersection.  It is recommended that the City consider the installation of all-way stop control 
because the intersection consists of two residential collector streets with similar operating 
characteristics with a need to control vehicle/pedestrian conflicts. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to perform this study.  Please feel free to contact our office if 
you have any questions. 
 
PETERS ENGINEERING GROUP 
 
 
 
John Rowland, PE, TE 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: Traffic Count Data Sheets 
  Intersection Analysis Sheets 
  Traffic Signal Warrants Analysis 
  Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons Warrants Analysis 
  FHWA letter dated August 10, 2011 
  All-Way Stop Warrants Analysis 
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CITY OF TULARE  
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

 
Submitting Department: Engineering  
 
For Council Meeting of:   December 20, 2016 
 
Documents Attached:    Ordinance    Resolution    Staff Report    Other    None  
                
 
AGENDA ITEM:     
Accept the Grant Deed for public street purposes from Thomas F. Jones, for right of way lo-
cated at the southeast corner of Prosperity Avenue and Oaks Street, and authorization for the 
City Manager or his designee to sign a Certificate of Acceptance. 
 
IS PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED:     Yes        No 
 
BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION:     
Project EN0015 will install a traffic signal at the intersection of Prosperity Avenue and Oaks 
Street.  The project will provide traffic safety benefits and improve circulation on the affected 
streets, most notably on Prosperity Avenue, which is a major east/west transportation corridor 
for the City.  In order to construct the required improvements, it is necessary to obtain addi-
tional right of way at the southeast corner of Prosperity Avenue and Oaks Street.  Mr. Thomas 
F. Jones Rush is the property owner, and has executed the grant deed.  Acceptance by the 
City is now required. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Accept the Grant Deed for public street purposes from Thomas F. Jones, for right of way lo-
cated at the southeast corner of Prosperity Avenue and Oaks Street, and authorization for the 
City Manager or his designee to sign a Certificate of Acceptance. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW/COMMENTS:  Yes      N/A 
 
IS ADDITIONAL (NON-BUDGETED) FUNDING REQUIRED:    Yes      No     N/A 
 
FUNDING SOURCE/ACCOUNT NUMBER:  
Gas Tax / EN0015-050-0610 
 
Submitted by:  Michael Miller   Title:  City Engineer      
 
Date:  December 12, 2016   City Manager Approval:__________ 

AGENDA ITEM: 



  
     411 East Kern Avenue          Tulare, California 93274          559.684.4200          Fax 559.685.2398 

 
 

Office of the City Clerk 
 
December 20, 2016 
 
 
 
CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE 
 
THIS IS TO CERTIFY, that the interest in real property conveyed by the 

Grant Deed dated December 8, 2016, from Thomas F. Jones, was duly 

accepted by the City Council of the City of Tulare on December 20, 2016, 

and by the same order of the City Council of the City of Tulare, the City 

Manager or his designee was authorized to execute this Certificate of 

Acceptance to be recorded with the Grant Deed. 

CITY OF TULARE 

 
By: __________________________                                              

        City Manager 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
By: _________________________                                                

 Chief Deputy City Clerk 
 
 



 
  

CITY OF TULARE  
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

 
Submitting Department: Engineering  
 
For Council Meeting of:   December 20, 2016 
 
Documents Attached:    Ordinance    Resolution    Staff Report    Other    None  
                
 
AGENDA ITEM:     
Accept the Grant Deed for public street purposes from Calpernia Rush for right of way located 
at the northwest corner of Prosperity Avenue and Oaks Street, and authorize the City Manager 
or his designee to sign the Certificate of Acceptance. 
 
IS PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED:     Yes        No 
 
BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION:     
Project EN0015 will install a traffic signal at the intersection of Prosperity Avenue and Oaks 
Street.  The project will provide traffic safety benefits and improve circulation on the affected 
streets, most notably on Prosperity Avenue, which is a major east/west transportation corridor 
for the City.  In order to construct the required improvements, it is necessary to obtain addi-
tional right of way at the northwest corner of Prosperity Avenue and Oaks Street.  Mrs. 
Calpernia Rush is the property owner, and has executed the grant deed.  Acceptance by the 
City is now required. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Accept the Grant Deed for public street purposes from Calpernia Rush for right of way located 
at the northwest corner of Prosperity Avenue and Oaks Street, and authorize the City Manager 
or his designee to sign the Certificate of Acceptance. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW/COMMENTS:  Yes      N/A 
 
IS ADDITIONAL (NON-BUDGETED) FUNDING REQUIRED:    Yes      No     N/A 
 
FUNDING SOURCE/ACCOUNT NUMBER:  
Gas Tax / EN0015-050-0610 
 
Submitted by:  Michael Miller   Title:  City Engineer      
 
Date:  December 12, 2016   City Manager Approval:__________ 

AGENDA ITEM: 



  
     411 East Kern Avenue          Tulare, California 93274          559.684.4200          Fax 559.685.2398 

 
 

Office of the City Clerk 
 
December 20, 2016 
 
 
 
CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE 
 
THIS IS TO CERTIFY, that the interest in real property conveyed by the 

Grant Deed dated October 11, 2016, from Calpernia Rush, was duly 

accepted by the City Council of the City of Tulare on December 20, 2016, 

and by the same order of the City Council of the City of Tulare, the City 

Manager or his designee was authorized to execute this Certificate of 

Acceptance to be recorded with the Grant Deed. 

CITY OF TULARE 

 
By: __________________________                                              

        City Manager 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
By: _________________________                                                

 Chief Deputy City Clerk 
 
 



 
  

CITY OF TULARE  
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

 
Submitting Department: Engineering  
 
For Council Meeting of:   December 20, 2016 
 
Documents Attached:    Ordinance    Resolution    Staff Report    Other    None  
                
 
AGENDA ITEM:     
Accept the Grant Deed for public street purposes from Matthew Rivera for right of way located 
at the northeast corner of Prosperity Avenue and Oaks Street, and authorize the City Manager 
or his designee to sign the Certificate of Acceptance. 
 
IS PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED:     Yes        No 
 
BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION:     
Project EN0015 will install a traffic signal at the intersection of Prosperity Avenue and Oaks 
Street.  The project will provide traffic safety benefits and improve circulation on the affected 
streets, most notably on Prosperity Avenue, which is a major east/west transportation corridor 
for the City.  In order to construct the required improvements, it is necessary to obtain addi-
tional right of way at the northeast corner of Prosperity Avenue and Oaks Street.  Mr. Matthew 
Rivera is the property owner, and has executed the grant deed.  Acceptance by the City is now 
required. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Accept the Grant Deed for public street purposes from Matthew Rivera for right of way located 
at the northeast corner of Prosperity Avenue and Oaks Street, and authorize the City Manager 
or his designee to sign the Certificate of Acceptance. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW/COMMENTS:  Yes      N/A 
 
IS ADDITIONAL (NON-BUDGETED) FUNDING REQUIRED:    Yes      No     N/A 
 
FUNDING SOURCE/ACCOUNT NUMBER:  
Gas Tax / EN0015-050-0610 
 
Submitted by:  Michael Miller   Title:  City Engineer      
 
Date:  December 12, 2016   City Manager Approval:__________ 

AGENDA ITEM: 



  
     411 East Kern Avenue          Tulare, California 93274          559.684.4200          Fax 559.685.2398 

 
 

Office of the City Clerk 
 
December 20, 2016 
 
 
 
CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE 
 
THIS IS TO CERTIFY, that the interest in real property conveyed by the 

Grant Deed dated October 7, 2016, from Matthew Rivera, was duly 

accepted by the City Council of the City of Tulare on December 20, 2016, 

and by the same order of the City Council of the City of Tulare, the City 

Manager or his designee was authorized to execute this Certificate of 

Acceptance to be recorded with the Grant Deed. 

CITY OF TULARE 

 
By: __________________________                                              

        City Manager 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
By: _________________________                                                

 Chief Deputy City Clerk 
 
 



 
  
 

CITY OF TULARE  
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

 
Submitting Department: Community Development Services- Planning 
 
For Council Meeting of:   December 20, 2016  
 
Documents Attached:  Ordinance  Resolution  Staff Report  Other None  
               
 
AGENDA ITEM:    
Adopt Resolution of Intention 16-___ to set January 17, 2017, as a public hearing to 
consider initiating proceedings for Landscape Maintenance District 2016-01 for Sierra 
Vista No. 2 Subdivision.  
 
IS PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED:     Yes       No 
 
BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION:    
The property owner for Sierra Vista No. 2 Subdivision has petitioned the City to form a 
landscape maintenance district.  This maintenance district will provide for maintenance 
of landscaping, irrigation systems, pedestrian sidewalks, public lighting, chain-link 
fencing, and block walls along the TID Canal. 
 
A required public hearing has been set for the January 17, 2017 City Council meeting.   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt Resolution of Intention 16-___ to set January 17, 2017, as a public hearing to 
consider initiating proceedings for Landscape Maintenance District 2016-01 for Sierra 
Vista No. 2 Subdivision.  
 
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW/COMMENTS:  Yes      N/A 
 
IS ADDITIONAL (NON-BUDGETED) FUNDING REQUIRED:    Yes      No     N/A 
 
FUNDING SOURCE/ACCOUNT NUMBER: 
 
Submitted by:  Rob Hunt   Title:    Community Development Director  
 
Date:   December 13, 2016   City Manager Approval: __________ 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 



RESOLUTION 16-___ 
 

RESOLUTION OF INTENTION TO ORDER 
IMPROVEMENTS AND SET PUBLIC HEARING FOR 

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE DISTRICT NO. 2016-01 
(Pursuant to the Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972) 

 
The Council of the City of Tulare Resolves: 

 
1. The City Council intends to levy and collect assessments within Landscape Maintenance 

District 2016-01 for fiscal year 2017-2018.  The area of land to be assessed is located 
within the City of Tulare, Tulare County. 
 

2. The improvements to be made in this landscape maintenance district is generally 
described as follows: 
 

2016-01:  Landscaping, irrigation systems, pedestrian sidewalks, public lighting,  
chain-link fencing, and block walls along the TID canal within the Sierra Vista No. 2 
Subdivision. 

 
3. In accordance with this Council’s resolution, directing the filing of an annual report, 

Michael Miller, City Engineer, will file with the City Clerk the report required by the 
Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972.  All interested persons are referred to that report 
for a full and detailed description of the improvements, the boundaries of the landscape 
maintenance district and the proposed assessments upon assessable lots and parcel of land 
within the district. 
 

4. On January 17, 2017, at the hour of 7:00 p.m., the City Council will consider the 
resolution to order improvements for the new landscape maintenance district and finalize 
the formation of said district.  The hearing will be held at the Tulare Public Library 
Council Chambers, 491 North M Street, Tulare, California. 

 
Passed, approved, and adopted this __________ day of ______________ 2016. 

 
       

                        ____________________________ 
           President of the Council and Ex- 

Officio Mayor of the City of Tulare 
 
       
 

 
 
 
 
///// 



Page 2 – Resolution of Intent to set public hearing Landscape & Lighting Maintenance District 
 
ATTEST: 

 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA )  
COUNTY OF TULARE   ) ss.  
CITY OF TULARE          ) 
 

I, Paul Melikian, Interim City Clerk of the City of Tulare, certify the foregoing is the full and 
true Resolution 16-_____ passed and adopted by the Council of the City of Tulare at a regular 
meeting held on _____________ by the following vote: 
 
Aye(s) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Noe(s) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Abstention(s) ______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Dated: PAUL MELIKIAN, INTERIM CITY CLERK 
  
 
 By Roxanne Yoder, Chief Deputy 

 
 
 



 
  

CITY OF TULARE, CA 
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

 
Submitting Department: Finance 
 
For Council Meeting of: December 20, 2016 
 
Documents Attached: Ordinance Resolution Staff Report Other None  
               
 
AGENDA ITEM:     
Receive, review, and file the Monthly Investment Report for October, 2016. 
 
IS PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED:     Yes       No 
 
BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION:     
This report presents the City and Trustee’s investment portfolio as of October 31, 2016.  
It includes all investments managed by the City as well as all City-related debt financing 
investments (restricted investments) held by US Bank.  As of October 31, 2016, the in-
vestment portfolio is in compliance with all State laws and City’s Investment Policy 
adopted February 2, 2016. 
 
The City utilizes Bank of New York as its third party administrator for safekeeping of all 
City investments with the exception of the Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) and 
CalTRUST.  LAIF, being a money market fund with many governmental agency partici-
pants, holds securities through its own third party administrator.  CalTRUST is also a 
money market fund created by CSAS Finance and the League of California Cities, it too 
holds securities through its own third party administrator. 
 
Short-term cash is currently invested in the Local Agency Investment Fund administered 
by the State Treasurer. They are very high quality investment pools in terms of safety, 
liquidity and yield.  LAIF and CalTRUST accounts provide the City with sufficient liquid-
ity to meet its expenditure obligations over the next six months.  
 
The investments held by the City may have a current market value that is greater or less 
then the book value.  This is due to fluctuations in the marketplace and has no effect on 
yield as the City intends to hold its securities to maturity or call by the agency.  
 
      Book Value   Market Value 
Unrestricted Investments  $86,002,299   $85,700,541 
Restricted Debt Investments $69,579,259   $69,488,485 
 
Cash balances in the City are pooled for investment and banking purposed, as it is not 
practical to have separate investment accounts for each City fund.  Interest earnings are 

AGENDA ITEM: 



apportioned to each City fund based upon the ratio of that particular cash fund’s bal-
ance to the City’s total cash.  For October, 2016 the City received $118,564 of interest 
earnings (net of fees) compared to October, 2015 of $50,004.   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Receive, review, and file the Monthly Investment Report for October 31, 2016. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW/COMMENTS:     Yes    N/A 
 
IS ADDITIONAL (NON-BUDGETED) FUNDING REQUIRED:    Yes    No    N/A 
 
FUNDING SOURCE/ACCOUNT NUMBER: N/A 
 
Submitted by:  Darlene Thompson, CPA  Title:  City Finance Director 
 
Date:  November 22, 2016        Interim City Manager Approval: _____  
 





















 
  

CITY OF TULARE, CA 
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

 
Submitting Department: Fleet Maintenance Division 
 
For Council Meeting of: December 20, 2016 
 
Documents Attached: Ordinance Resolution Staff Report Other None  
               

 
AGENDA ITEM: 
Award Bid 17-607 to Will Tiesiera Ford in the amount of $176,883.66 for the purchase 
of six (6) 2017 Ford Police Interceptor Patrol Vehicles. 
 
IS PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED:    Yes    No 
 
BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION: 
For the 2016 / 2017 budget year, the Police Department requested and was approved 
the purchase of replacement vehicles. 
 
Bid 17-607 was sent out to vendors soliciting bids for six (6) 4 door, AWD Police 
Interceptor Utility K8A vehicles.  Vendors that submitted bids were Visalia Ford with 
$173,757.42 and Will Tiesiera Ford of Tulare with $176,883.66.  Visalia Ford was the 
lowest bid at $173,757.42.   
 
The City’s Purchasing Policy (Section 1, page 3, C-4) states that “All orders/contracts 
shall be awarded on the basis of quality, delivery, service, price, and vendor/contractor 
qualifications. When these factors are equal, up to a five percent (5%) preference will be 
given to local vendors.”  
 
Based upon the language in the purchasing policy and prior service that has been 
provided by Will Tiesiera Ford whose bid complied with bid specifications, staff is 
recommending awarding the bid to Will Tiesiera Ford, a local vendor, whose bid was 
less than five percent (5%) higher than the lowest bid received. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Award Bid 17-607 to Will Tiesiera Ford in the amount of $176,883.66 for the purchase 
of six (6) 2017 Ford Police Interceptor Patrol Vehicles. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW/COMMENTS:  Yes      No     N/A 
 
IS ADDITIONAL (NON-BUDGETED) FUNDING REQUIRED:    Yes    No    N/A 
 

 
Submitted by: Steve Bonville   Title: General Services Director 
 
 

Date: 11/21/2016     City Manager Approval:     

AGENDA ITEM: 
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CITY OF TULARE, CA 
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

 
Submitting Department: Fleet Maintenance Division 
 
For Council Meeting of: December 20, 2016 
 
Documents Attached: Ordinance Resolution Staff Report Other None  
               

 
AGENDA ITEM: 
Award Bid 17-609 to Will Tiesiera Ford in the amount of $90,941.67 for the purchase of 
three (3) 2017 Ford Police Interceptor Canine Utility Vehicles. 
 
IS PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED:    Yes    No 
 
BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION: 
For the 2016 / 2017 budget year, the Police Department requested and was approved 
the purchase of 3 replacement vehicles for canine use. 
 
Bid 17-609 was sent out to vendors soliciting bids for three (3) 4 door, AWD Police 
Interceptor Utility P2L vehicles.  Vendors that submitted bids were Visalia Ford with 
$89,918.55 and Will Tiesiera Ford of Tulare with $90,941.67.  Visalia Ford was the 
lowest bid at $90,941.67.   
 
The City’s Purchasing Policy (Section 1, page 3, C-4) states that “All orders/contracts 
shall be awarded on the basis of quality, delivery, service, price, and vendor/contractor 
qualifications. When these factors are equal, up to a five percent (5%) preference will be 
given to local vendors.”  
 
Based upon the language in the purchasing policy and prior service that has been 
provided by Will Tiesiera Ford whose bid complied with bid specifications, staff is 
recommending awarding the bid to Will Tiesiera Ford, a local vendor, whose bid was 
less than five percent (5%) higher than the lowest bid received. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Award Bid 17-609 to Will Tiesiera Ford in the amount of $90,941.67 for the purchase of 
three (3) 2017 Ford Police Interceptor Canine Utility Vehicles. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW/COMMENTS:  Yes      No     N/A 
 
IS ADDITIONAL (NON-BUDGETED) FUNDING REQUIRED:    Yes    No    N/A 
 
Submitted by: Steve Bonville   Title: General Services Director 
 
 

Date: 11/21/2016     City Manager Approval:     

AGENDA ITEM: 
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CITY OF TULARE  
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

 
 
Submitting Department:  Community Development Department 
 
For Council Meeting of:   December 20, 2016 
 
Documents Attached:    Ordinance    Resolution    Staff Report  Other   None  
                
 
AGENDA ITEM:     
Public Hearing to adopt Resolution 16-____ approving the 2015-2016 Consolidated Annual 
Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER) providing information on the progress and status 
of projects administered by the City using CDBG funds and authorize the City Manager to 
submit the CAPER to the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) on behalf of 
the City of Tulare. 
 
IS PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED:     Yes       No 
 
BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION:     
The City of Tulare receives annual entitlement Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
funds from the Federal Government through the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). The City uses these grants to provide decent, clean, safe and affordable 
housing, create a suitable living environment, and expand economic opportunities, principally 
for persons of low and moderate income. The City of Tulare’s Consolidated Plan was 
previously reviewed and adopted by the City Council to meet these objectives. The City of 
Tulare must submit the Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Report (CAPER) to HUD 
annually.  The CAPER is a “report card” to HUD of the City’s progress in spending the CDBG 
funds.  
 
This CAPER represents the first year of the City’s Five-Year (2015-2019) Consolidated Plan, 
and covers the accomplishments under the CDBG program for the period July 1, 2015 to June 
30, 2016, during which time the City received $622,154 in federal CDBG funds.  The Draft 
CAPER consists of specific program narratives, an assessment of annual performance, and an 
analysis of progress toward meeting goals and objectives contained in the Consolidated Plan. 
 
A draft copy of the CAPER report has been available for public review since November 28, 
2016.  Following the public hearing, the City Council may adopt a resolution approving the 
CAPER either as presented or amended by the Council.   
 
Highlights of the 2015-2016 CDBG program year contained in this CAPER are as follows:  
 
Public Facilities: ($409,330 allocation) 
The City continued to carry out the installation of sidewalks and handicap accessibility ramps 
in low/mod income neighborhoods lacking in connectivity.   
 
Improvements on “B” Street between Inyo and San Joaquin – the design work was completed 
for the replacement and upsizing of old water lines, installation of missing sidewalk and 
handicapped accessibility ramps.  Project was completed May 2016.  

AGENDA ITEM:  Gen Bus PH  



 
Homeless Support Services: ($9,970 allocation) 
The City continued to provide support to the Continuum of Care to conduct its Project 
Homeless Connect event and to complete the 2016 Point in Time Survey done in January 
2016.   
 
Manuel Torrez Family Resource Center/Tulare Boxing Club: ($7,970 allocation) 
The City provided operating costs for a Community Health and Dental Fair held April 6-9, 2016 
led by the Torrez Family Resource Center. This event was a collaborative effort with several 
partners throughout the community to provide a variety of dental services to low income 
residents. 
 
Graffiti Cleanup – West Tulare ($18,767 allocation) 
The City provided cost reimbursement for staff time dedicated to the Graffiti cleanup in West 
Tulare Area with an incident cleanup count of 1417.    
 
Administration: ($93,007 allocation) 
Staff worked with Consultants to complete The City’s updated Analysis of Impediments to Fair 
Housing to coincide with the preparation of the 2015-2019 Five Year Consolidated Plan.   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt Resolution 16-____ approving the 2015-2016 Consolidated Annual Performance and 
Evaluation Report (CAPER) providing information on the progress and status of projects 
administered by the City using CDBG funds and authorize the City Manager to submit the 
CAPER to the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) on behalf of the City of 
Tulare. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW/COMMENTS:  Yes      N/A 
 
IS ADDITIONAL (NON-BUDGETED) FUNDING REQUIRED:    Yes      No     N/A 
 
FUNDING SOURCE/ACCOUNT NUMBER: 
 
Submitted by:  Traci Myers Title:      Community Development Deputy Director  
 
Date:   December 9, 2016  City Manager Approval: __________ 
 



RESOLUTION 16-___ 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE TULARE CITY COUNCIL APPROVING THE 2015-2016 
CONSOLIDATED ANNUAL PERFORMANCE AND EVALUTION REPORT (CAPER) 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Tulare operated the Community Development 
Block Grant Program (CDBG) for the 2015-2016 Program Year; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City is required to submit a Consolidated Annual 
Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER) to the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) for the activities and expenditures for the 2015-
2016 Program Year; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City must also certify that it is complying with HUD 
requirements for the use of CDBG funds; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Manager is the certifying official for all HUD reports 
and transactions. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Tulare City Council that it 
approves the attached 2015-2016 Program Year Consolidated Annual 
Performance and Evaluation Report, and authorizes the City Manager to submit 
the same to HUD on behalf of the City of Tulare. 
 
 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 20th day of December, 2016. 
      
      ______________________________ 
      President of the Council and Ex-Officio 
      Mayor of the City of Tulare 
ATTEST: 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF TULARE     )  ss. 
CITY OF TULARE            ) 
 
 I, PAUL MELIKIAN, Interim City Clerk of the City of Tulare, certify the foregoing is 
the full and true Resolution 16-___ passed and adopted by the Council of the City of 
Tulare at a regular meeting held on December 20, 2016, by the following vote:   
 
Aye(s) __________________________________________________________  
 
Noe(s) _________________ Absent/Abstention(s) _______________________. 
 
Dated:        PAUL MELIKIAN, CITY CLERK 
    

      By Roxanne Yoder, Chief Deputy 





























































































 
  

CITY OF TULARE, CA 
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

 
Submitting Department: Public Works Department/Surface Water Management Division  
 
For Council Meeting of: December 20, 2016 
 
Documents Attached:    Ordinance    Resolution    Staff Report Other  
                
 
AGENDA ITEM:     
Public Hearing to pass-to-print Ordinance 16-___ amending Title 7 Chapter 7.64 to the City 
code of the City of Tulare, Storm Water, of the Tulare Municipal Code, revising current refer-
ences to the “Storm Water Surface Water Management” Utility to be consistent with current 
practices set forth in the Hydrological Enterprise Program.  The proposed revisions also estab-
lish criteria for the City’s enforcement of storm water quality standards required by the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Storm Water Permit. 
 
IS PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED:     Yes       No 
 
BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION:   
On December 17, 2015, the Board of Public Utilities adopted the Hydrological Enterprise Pro-
gram (HEP) as a strategic business plan for operating the Water, Sewer/Wastewater, Surface 
Water Management utilities. The key underlying principle of the HEP is that each of these utili-
ties is water-centered and water operations are broad in scope. These operations fundamen-
tally include all aspects of managing the underground aquifers where water is stored (the City’s 
water supply) through delivery of potable water to City residents (water deliveries) through re-
covery of contaminated water (both sewer and surface water) for cleansing to be suitable for 
re-use and return of the cleansed water for subsequent beneficial re-use, such as aquifer re-
plenishment. 
 
The development and adoption of the HEP has produced the Surface Water Management 
Fund, which is an interdepartmental service fund (ISF). The Water and Wastewater divisions 
provide funding for the activities of the Surface Water Management Division based on the ben-
efit obtained by the Water and Wastewater divisions. The General Fund contributes a portion 
of funding based on the benefits to its own flood control responsibilities.   
 
This new ISF, reflective of the conjoined and collaborate duties and responsibilities of the HEP 
utilities is separate from the (formerly titled) Storm Drain Division. The changes identified in the 
attached ordinance primarily identify the title change from a “Storm Water” system, which is 
suggestive of a flood control based utility, to “Surface Water Management” system. Other ordi-
nance changes include the revision of rate setting language and the elimination of fee collec-
tion language. The latter is not applicable to the current operations of Surface Water Manage-
ment because it is not an enterprise fund. The latter, regarding fee collection, is not applicable 
because this utility does not generate user fees that require fee collection protocols. 
 
For the Council’s convenience, a redlined version is provided for review and comment.  Staff 
recommends the Council adopt the proposed ordinance revisions.  The Board of Public Utilities 
reviewed the proposed revisions to the code in November 2016, and having no further 
changes, recommended that the City Council adopt the revisions as proposed. 

AGENDA ITEM: 



STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  
Pass-to-print Ordinance 16-___ amending Title 7 Chapter 7.64 to the City code of the City of 
Tulare, Storm Water, of the Tulare Municipal Code, revising current references to the “Storm 
Water Surface Water Management” Utility to be consistent with current practices set forth in 
the Hydrological Enterprise Program.  The proposed revisions also establish criteria for the 
City’s enforcement of storm water quality standards required by the National Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination System (NPDES) Storm Water Permit. 
 
IS ADDITIONAL (NON-BUDGETED) FUNDING REQUIRED:   Yes      No     N/A 
 
Submitted by: Joseph Carlini_____________           Title: Director, Public Works________ 
 
Date:   December 6, 2016_______________  City Manager Approval: __________ 
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ORDINANCE 0916-____ 
 

AN ORDINANCE ADDING AMENDING CHAPTER 7.64 TO THE CITY 
CODE OF THE CITY OF TULARE, ESTABLISHING A STORM 

WATERSURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT UTILITY AND 
ESTABLISHING CRITERIA FOR THE CITY’S ENFORCEMENT OF 

STORM WATER QUALITY STANDARDS REQUIRED BY THE 
NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM 

(NPDES) STORM WATER PERMIT. 
 

WHEREAS, industry, commercial, residential and natural sources all contribute to 
pollutants in storm surface water runoff; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board has been 
designated by the US Environmental Protection Agency to implement the NPDES 
Stormwater Permit System in the San Joaquin Valley; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the City of Tulare has received a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) Storm Water Permit requiring the development and implementation of 
a program of Best Management Practices, including public education, mapping, 
sampling and analysis of water quality; and 
 
WHEREAS, the NPDES permit requires that the city have the authority to enforce water 
quality protection standards; and 
 
WHEREAS, the funding for this program, in addition to funding the operation and 
maintenance of the storm surface water management system, must be secure and 
reliable;  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Tulare: 
 
 1. Chapter 7.64, consisting of Sections 7.64.010 through 7.64.380 of the 
Tulare Municipal Code is hereby amendedadopted and added to the City Code as 
follows: 
 
Sections: 
 
 7.64.010 Short Title. 
 7.64.020 Purpose and intent. 
 7.64.030 Definitions. 
 7.64.040 Responsibility for administration. 
 7.64.050 Construction and application. 
 7.64.060 Severability and application. 
 7.64.070 Taking. 

7.64.080 Effective date. 
 7.64.090 General discharge prohibition--Illegal discharges. 
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7.64.100 Discharges exempt from the general prohibition. 
 7.64.110  Discharge in violation of permit. 

7.64.120 Requirement to eliminate illegal discharges. 
7.64.130 Illicit connections. 
7.64.140 Requirement to eliminate or secure approval for illicit 

connections. 
7.64.150 Reduction of pollutants in surface waterstormwater. 
7.64.160 Spill prevention plan. 
7.64.170 Notification of spills. 

 7.64.180 Authority to inspect. 
 7.64.190 Violations constituting misdemeanors. 
 7.64.200 Penalty for violation. 
 7.64.210 Continuing violation. 
 7.64.220 Concealment. 

7.64.230 Acts potentially resulting in violation of federal Clean Water 
Act and/or Porter-Cologne Act. 

 7.64.240 Violations deemed a public nuisance. 
 7.64.250 Civil actions. 
 7.64.260 Administrative enforcement powers. 
 7.64.270 Authority to arrest or issue citations. 
 7.64.280 Appeal. 
 7.64.290 Judicial review. 
 7.64.300 Remedies not exclusive. 
 7.64.310 Disclaimer of liability. 

7.64.320 Coordination with hazardous materials inventory and 
response program. 

 7.64.330 Confidential information. 
 7.64.340 Special agreements. 
 7.64.350  Storm Surface water sewer service charges purpose and 
basis. 
 7.64.360 Setting of rates. 
 7.64.370 Collection. 
 7.64.380 Late charges. 
 
Article 1. Title, Purpose and Definitions. 
 
7.64.010. Short Title. 
This ordinance shall be known as the "City of Tulare Storm Surface Water Management 
Ordinance" and may be so cited.  
 
7.64.020. Purpose and intent. 
The purpose and intent of this chapter is to ensure the health, safety and general 
welfare of citizens, and protect the water quality of watercourses and water bodies in a 
manner pursuant to and consistent with the Federal Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. Section 
1251 et seq. and any successor legislation) by reducing pollutants in urban stormwater 
surface water discharges to the maximum extent practicable and by effectively 
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prohibiting non-stormwater surface discharges to the storm surface water sewer drain 
system.  
 
7.64.030. Definitions. 
When used in this chapter, the following words shall have the meanings ascribed to 
them in this section:  
(a) "Act" means the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, including the 1972 
amendments, referred to as the Clean Water Act or CWA (33 U.S.C. Section 1251 et 
seq. and any successor legislation).  
(b) "Approval authority" means the State of California Central Valley Regional Water 
Quality Control Board.  
(c) "Authorized enforcement officer" means the Public Works Director and those 
individuals designated by the Public Works Director to enforce the provisions of this 
chapter.  
(d) “Authorized Representative of Industrial Activity” means an authorized 
representative of an industrial user including, but not limited to the following persons:  
(1) A principal executive officer of at least the level of vice-president, if the industrial 
user is a corporation;  
(2) A general partner or proprietor if the industrial user is a partnership or proprietorship, 
respectively; or  
(3) A duly authorized representative of the individual designated above if such 
representative is responsible for the overall operation of the facility from which the 
discharge originates.  
(e) "Best management practices (BMP)" means any program, schedule of activity, 
technology, process, siting criteria, operating method, measure, device, prohibition, 
practice (including, but not limited to, general housekeeping practices and pollution 
prevention practices), procedure or other management policy which controls, prevents, 
removes or reduces the discharge of pollutants, directly or indirectly to the municipal 
storm drain system and waters of the United States.  
(f) "California general construction activities stormwater permit" means the general 
permit as adopted by the California State Water Resources Control Board for the 
permitting of stormwater surface water discharges associated with construction 
activities.  
(g) "California general industrial activities stormwater permit" means the general permit 
as adopted by the California State Resources Control Board for the permitting of 
stormwater surface water discharges associated with given industrial activities.  
(h) "Clean Water Act" means the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. Section 
1251 et seq.) and any successor legislation.  
(I) "CFR" means the Code of Federal Regulations.  
(j) "City" means the City of Tulare.  
(k) "Public Works Director" means the director of the City of Tulare Public Works 
Department.  
(l) "City storm surface water sewer drainage system" or "storm surface water drainage 
system" means and includes, but is not limited to, those facilities owned and operated 
by the city through which stormwater surface water may be collected and/or conveyed 
to the waters of the United States, including flood control channels, any roads with 
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drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, man-made 
channels, ponding basins or storm surface water drains which are not part of a publicly-
owned treatment works (POTW) as defined at 40 Code of Federal Regulations Section 
403.3122.2 and all conduits, pumping plants, collection facilities and other 
appurtenances owned and operated by the City of Tulare for carrying, collecting, 
pumping and/or disposing of stormwater, surface water, groundwater, roof runoff or 
other unpolluted water.  
(m) "Construction activity" means activities subject to a California general construction 
activities permit.  
(n) "Facility" means any nonresidential premises.  
(o) "Hazardous materials" means any material, including any substance, waste or 
combination thereof, which because of its quantity, concentration or physical, chemical 
or infectious characteristics may cause, or significantly contribute to, a substantial 
present or potential hazard to human health, safety, property or the environment when 
improperly treated, stored, transported, disposed of or otherwise managed.  
(p) "Illicit or illegal discharge" means any direct or indirect non-stormwater surface water 
discharge to the storm surface water drain system, except as exempted in Section 
7.64.100 of this chapter.  
(q) "Illicit Connections" means either of the following:  
(1) Any drain or conveyance, whether on the surface or subsurface, which allows an 
illegal discharge to enter the storm surface water drain system including but not limited 
to any conveyances which allow any non-stormwater surface water discharge including 
sewage, process wastewater and wash water to enter the storm surface water drain 
system and any connections to the storm surface water drain system from indoor drains 
and sinks, regardless of whether said drain or connection had been previously allowed, 
permitted or approved by a government agency; or  
(2) Any drain or conveyance connected from a commercial or industrial land use to the 
storm surface water drain system which has not been documented in plans, maps or 
equivalent records and approved by the city.  
(r) "Industrial activity" means any activity that involves manufacturing, processing, use 
of raw materials storage areas or any other activities covered in 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations Section 122.26 (b).  
(s) "Inspector" means an authorized enforcement officer as defined in this section.  
(t) "National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit" means a permit 
issued by the approval authority pursuant to the Clean Water Act, which authorizes a 
discharge of storm surface water to the waters of the state.  
(u) "Non-stormwater surface water discharge" means any discharge to the storm drain 
system that is not entirely composed of stormwatersurface water.  
(v) "Notice of intent (NOI)" means the formal notification to the State Water Resources 
Control Board by the applicant that either a construction or industrial activity will occur in 
compliance with the conditions of the general permit and thereby commits the applicant 
to prepare and implement a stormwater pollution prevention plan.  
(w) "Outfall" means the point at which the city's storm surface water drainage system 
discharges to the waters of the state.  
(x) "Person" means any natural person, corporation, partnership, business trust, 
company, government agency, association or other entity.  
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(y) "Pollutant" means anything which causes or contributes to pollution including, but not 
limited to, the following: dredged soil, incinerator residue, sewage, sewage sludge, 
munitions, chemical wastes, biological materials, radioactive materials, heat, wrecked or 
discarded equipment, rock, sand, cellar dirt and industrial, municipal and agricultural 
waste discharge into water. Pollutants may also include: paints, varnishes and solvents; 
oil and other automotive fluids; nonhazardous liquid and solid wastes and yard wastes; 
refuse, rubbish, garbage, litter or other discarded or abandoned objects, articles and 
accumulations, so that same may cause or contribute to pollution; floatables; pesticides, 
herbicides and fertilizers; hazardous substances and wastes; animal wastes; wastes 
and residues that result from constructing a building or structure; and noxious or 
offensive matter of any kind.  
(z) "Pollution" means human-caused or human-induced alteration of the quality of 
waters by waste to a degree that unreasonably affects, or has the potential to 
unreasonably affect, either the waters for beneficial uses or the facilities that serve 
these beneficial uses.  
(aa) "Porter-Cologne Act" means the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act 
(California Water Code Section 13000 et seq.) and any subsequent amendments 
thereto and regulations adopted thereby.  
(bb) "Premises" means any building, lot parcel, real estate or land or portion of land, 
whether improved or unimproved, including adjacent sidewalks and parking strips or 
other surface area which is capable of contributing runoff to the city's storm surface 
water drain system.  
(cc) "State" means the State of California.  
(dd) "Storm Surface water" means storm surface water runoff, snowmelt runoff, surface 
runoff and drainage that has been contaminated as defined in the Porter-Cologne Act.  
(ee) "Storm Surface water management program" (SWMP) means a comprehensive 
planning process to reduce discharge of pollutants to the maximum extent practicable 
using best management practices.  
(ff) "Stormwater Surface water pollution prevention plan (SWPPP)" means the report 
required to be prepared by industrial or construction site storm-water dischargers, which 
sets forth the site map, identifies the activities that have the potential to pollute 
stormwater surface water and describes the proposed BMPs to be implemented by the 
discharger.  
(gg) "User" means any person who contributes, causes or permits the contribution of 
stormwater surface water to the city's storm surface water drainage system as a 
consequence of improving property by adding impervious surfaces such as paving, 
sidewalks and roofs.  
(hh) "Unpolluted water" means water to which no pollutant has been intentionally or 
accidentally introduced so as to render such water unacceptable to the city for disposal 
to storm or natural drainages or directly to surface waters.  
(ii) "Waters of the state" means surface watercourses, and water bodies as defined at 
40 CFR Section 122.2 and any subsequent amendment.  
 
7.64.040. Responsibility for administration. 
This chapter shall be administered by the PubIic Works Director for the City of Tulare.  
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7.64.050. Construction and application. 
The rules and regulations set forth in this chapter shall be construed in a manner 
consistent with and shall in no way be construed in such a manner so as to diminish the 
authority of the requirements of the federal Water Pollution Control Act and the 1972 
amendments thereto, referred to as the Clean Water Act, and any amendments or 
supplements thereto and its applicable implementing regulations; the City of Tulare 
NPDES permit and any amendment, revision or reissuance thereof; and all other 
provisions contained in the Tulare City Code.  
 
7.64.060. Severability and application. 
If any portion of this chapter is declared invalid, the remaining portions of this chapter 
are to be considered severable and valid.  
 
7.64.070. Taking. 
The provisions of this chapter shall not operate to deprive any landowner of 
substantially all of the market value of his or her property or otherwise constitute an 
unconstitutional taking without compensation. If application of this chapter to a specific 
project would create a taking then pursuant to the chapter the City Council may allow 
additional land uses, but only to the extent necessary to avoid a taking. Such uses shall 
be consistent with and carry out the purposes of this chapter as stated in Section 
7.64.020.  
 
7.64.080. Effective date. 
This ordinance codified in this chapter will take effect thirty days from the date of 
passage, and shall be published following passage as required by the California 
Government Code.  
 
Article II. Discharge Regulations and Requirements. 
 
7.64.090. General discharge prohibition--Illegal discharges. 
Non-stormwater surface water discharges to the city storm surface water drain system 
are prohibited. No person shall contribute or cause to be contributed, directly or 
indirectly, to the city's storm surface water drainage system any pollutant, wastewater or 
any substance or material which will interfere with the operation or performance of the 
storm surface water drainage system, violate the city's NPDES permit or violate other 
applicable law or regulations.  
 
7.64.100. Discharges exempt from the general prohibition. 
(a) The general discharge prohibition shall not apply to any discharge regulated under a 
NPDES permit, waiver or waste discharge order issued to the discharger and 
administered by the state of California under the authority of the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, provided that the discharger is in full compliance with 
all requirements of the permit, waiver or order and other applicable laws or regulations.  
(b) Discharges from the following activities shall not be considered a source of 
pollutants to waters of the United States when properly managed to ensure that no 
potential pollutants are present, and therefore they shall not be considered illegal 
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discharges unless determined to cause a violation of the provisions of the Porter-
Cologne Act, Clean Water Act, or this chapter:  
(1) Potable water line flushing and other discharges from potable water sources;  
(2) Landscape irrigation and lawn watering;  
(3) Irrigation water, diverted stream flows or rising groundwaters;  
(4) Groundwater infiltration to storm surface water drain system;  
(5) Uncontaminated pumped groundwater;  
(6) Uncontaminated water from foundation and footing drains, and from crawl space 
pumps;  
(7) Air conditioning condensation;  
(8) Uncontaminated nonindustrial roof drains;  
(9) Spring water or flows from riparian habitats and wetlands;  
(10) Individual residential and occasional non-commercial car washing;  
(11) Dechlorinated swimming pool discharges;  
(12) Street wash waters; and  
(13) Flows from firefighting.  
 
7.64.110. Discharge in violation of permit. 
Any discharge not managed in accordance with the city's stormwater surface water 
management program as referenced in the city's NPDES permit or any amendment, 
revision or reissuance thereof, either separately considered or when combined with 
other discharges, is prohibited. Liability for any such discharge shall be the 
responsibility of the person(s) causing or responsible for the discharge, and such 
person(s) shall defend, indemnify, hold harmless the city against any litigation, 
administrative proceeding, claim, expense, liability, fine, penalty or payment for injury or 
damage to any person or property resulting from such discharges.  
 
7.64.120. Requirement to eliminate illegal discharges. 
The authorized enforcement officer may require by written notice that a person 
responsible for an illegal discharge immediately, or by a specified date, discontinue the 
discharge and, if necessary, take measures to eliminate the source of the discharge to 
prevent the occurrence of future illegal discharges.  
 
7.64.130. Illicit connections. 
It is unlawful for any person to establish, use, maintain or continue illicit discharges or 
illicit drainage connections to the city storm surface water drainage system. This 
prohibition shall apply to connections in existence at the time of the adoption of the 
ordinance codified in this chapter, irrespective of whether such connection was made 
under a permit or other authorization or whether permissible under the law or practices 
applicable or prevailing at the time the connection was made.  
 
7.64.140. Requirement to eliminate or secure approval for illicit connections. 
The authorized enforcement officer may require by written notice that a person 
responsible for an illicit connection to the storm surface water drain system comply with 
the requirements of this article to eliminate or secure approval for the connection by a 
specified date, regardless of whether or not the connection or discharges to it had been 
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established or approved prior to the effective date of this article. If, subsequent to 
eliminating a connection found to be in violation of this article, the responsible person 
can demonstrate that an illegal discharge will no longer occur; such person may request 
city approval to reconnect. The reconnection or reinstallation of the connection shall be 
at the responsible person's expense. 
 
7.64.150. Reduction of pollutants in stormwatersurface water. 
Any person engaged in activities, which will, or may result in pollutants entering the city 
storm surface water drainage system shall undertake all practicable measures to reduce 
the introduction of such pollutants. Where best management practices requirements are 
promulgated by the city or any federal, state or regional agency for any activity, 
operation or facility which would otherwise cause the discharge of pollutants to the 
storm surface water drain system or waters of the United States, every person 
undertaking such activity or operation, or owning or operating such facility shall comply 
with such requirements.  
 
The city's stormwater surface water management program shall establish minimum 
requirements that apply to pollutant generating activities within the city. With regard to 
such activities, the following minimum requirements shall apply.  
(a) Littering. No person shall throw, deposit, leave, maintain, keep or permit to be 
thrown, deposited, placed or left, any refuse, rubbish, garbage or other discarded or 
abandoned objects, articles and accumulations, in or upon any street, alley, sidewalk, 
storm drain, inlet, catch basin, conduit or any other drainage structures, business place 
or upon any public or private plot of land in the city, so that the same might be or 
become a pollutant. No person shall throw or deposit litter in any fountain, pond, lake, 
stream, irrigation canal or any other body of water in a park or elsewhere in the city. 
This section shall not apply to the storing of such potential pollutants in containers or in 
lawfully established waste disposal facilities.  
(b) Owners of Abutting Property. The occupants, tenants, owners, lessees and/or 
proprietors of any real property in the City of Tulare in front of which there is a paved 
sidewalk shall be responsible for maintaining such sidewalk and keeping the same free 
of dirt and litter to the maximum extent practicable. Sweepings from such sidewalk shall 
not be swept or otherwise made or allowed to go into the gutter or roadway, but shall be 
disposed of in receptacles maintained on such real property as required for the disposal 
of garbage.  
(c) Owners and Operators of Parking Lots and Similar Structures. Persons owning or 
operating a paved parking lot, gas station pavement, paved private street or road, or 
similar structure, shall clean those structures in a manner that does not result in 
discharge of pollutants to the city storm surface water drain system.  
(d) Best Management Practices for Construction Sites. All construction shall comply 
with city Standards to Control Excavations, Cuts, Fills, Clearing, Grading, Erosion and 
Sediments (or any resolution that revises, supplements, or replaces said standards). 
Any construction contractor performing work in the city shall keep debris and dirt out of 
the city's storm surface water drain system. The authorized enforcement officer may 
require any construction contractor performing work in the city to submit a stormwater 
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surface water pollution prevention plan prior to final map approval by the city or prior to 
issuance of a building permit by the city, whichever first occurs.  
(e) Best Management Practices for New Development and Redevelopment. The 
authorized enforcement officer may adopt regulations establishing controls on the 
volume and rate of surface stormwater runoff for new development and redevelopment 
within the city as may be appropriate to minimize the discharge and transport of 
pollutants.  
(f) Notification of Intent and Compliance with General Permits. Each industrial 
discharger, discharger associated with construction activity, or other discharger, 
described in any general stormwater permit addressing such discharges, as may be 
adopted by the United States Environmental Protection Agency, the State Water 
Resources Control Board, or the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, 
Central Valley Region, shall provide notice of intent, comply with, and undertake all 
other activities required by any general stormwater permit applicable to such 
discharges. Furthermore, each discharger identified in an individual NPDES permit 
relating to stormwater surface water discharges shall comply with and undertake all 
activities required by such permit.  
(g) Compliance with Best Management Practices. Where best management practices 
guidelines or requirements have been defined in the city's stormwater surface water 
management program or adopted by any federal, state, regional, county and/or city 
agency, for any activity, operation or facility which may cause or contribute to 
stormwater surface water pollution or contamination, and/or discharges of non-
stormwater surface water to the stormwater surface water system or waters of the 
United States, every person undertaking such activity or operation, or owning or 
operating such facility, shall comply with such guidelines or requirements. Any person 
engaged in activities or operations, or owning facilities or property which will or may 
result in pollutants entering stormwatersurface water, the storm surface water drain 
system or waters of the U.S. shall implement best management practices to the extent 
they are technologically achievable to prevent and reduce such pollutants. The owner or 
operator of a commercial or industrial establishment shall provide reasonable protection 
from accidental discharge of prohibited materials or other wastes into the municipal 
storm surface water drain system or watercourses. Facilities to prevent accidental 
discharge of prohibited materials or other wastes shall be provided and maintained at 
the owner or operator's expense.  
(h) Watercourse Protection. Every person owning property through which a watercourse 
passes, or such person's lessee, shall keep and maintain that part of the watercourse 
within the property reasonably free of trash, debris, excessive vegetation and other 
obstacles that would pollute, contaminate or significantly retard the flow of water 
through the watercourse. In addition, the owner or lessee shall maintain existing 
privately owned structures within or adjacent to a watercourse, so that such structures 
will not become a hazard to the use, function or physical integrity of the watercourse. 
The owner or lessee shall not remove healthy bank vegetation beyond that actually 
necessary for maintenance, nor remove such vegetation in such a manner as to 
increase the vulnerability of the watercourse to erosion. The property owner shall be 
responsible for maintaining and stabilizing that portion of the watercourse that is within 
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their property lines in order to protect against erosion and degradation of the 
watercourse originating or contributed from their property.  
 
7.64.160. Spill prevention plan. 
Each facility shall provide protection from spills of hazardous or prohibited materials or 
other substances regulated by this chapter. The methods, procedures, mechanisms and 
facilities established and utilized for the purpose of preventing accidental discharges or 
spills of materials with pollution potential shall be provided to the controla authority, the 
City,  and maintained at the owner's own cost and expense.  
 
Facilities required to file a NOI for coverage under the California general industrial 
activities stormwater permit shall submit to the city a copy of the stormwater surface 
water pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) prepared for the general permit. The SWPPP 
shall outline the user's spill prevention and response procedure, describe the nature and 
location of any chemicals stored on the user's premises and shall contain procedures 
for immediately notifying the city and preventing adverse impacts of any discharge of 
such chemicals, substances or materials.  
 
7.64.170. Notification of spills. 
All persons in charge of a facility or responsible for emergency response for a facility 
have a personal responsibility to train facility personnel and maintain notification 
procedures to assure immediate notification is provided to the city of any suspected, 
confirmed or unconfirmed release of material, pollutants or waste creating a risk of 
discharge into the city storm surface water drain system.  
 
As soon as any person in charge of a facility or responsible for emergency response for 
a facility has knowledge of any suspected, confirmed or unconfirmed release of 
materials, pollutants or waste which may result in pollutants or non-stormwater surface  
water discharge entering the city storm surface water drain system, such person shall 
take all necessary steps to ensure the discovery, containment and clean up of such 
release and notify the city of the occurrence within two hours of becoming aware of the 
occurrence.  
 
In the event of a release of hazardous materials, such person shall telephone 911 to 
report the release immediately. In the event of a release of nonhazardous materials, see 
7.64.030(o), such person shall notify the City of Tulare, Public Works Department in 
person or by phone or facsimile no later than 5:00 p.m. of the next business 
dayimmediately. Notifications in person and by phone shall be confirmed by written 
notice addressed and mailed, within three three business days, to Public Works 
Director, City of Tulare, 411 E. Kern, Tulare, CA  93274, Attention: Spill Notification.  
 
Notification shall identify the location of the discharge, the type, concentration and 
volume of waste, and corrective actions taken and/or anticipated. Such notification shall 
not relieve the user of any expense, loss, damage or other liability which may be 
incurred as a result of damage to the city, fish kills, or any other damage to person or 



 11 

property; nor shall such notification relieve the user of any fines, civil penalties or other 
liabilities which may be imposed by this part chapter or other applicable law.  
 
A notice advising employees whom to call in the event of an accidental discharge or 
spill shall be posted on the user's bulletin board or other prominent place. Employers 
shall provide spill prevention and response training for all employees who may cause an 
accidental discharge or spill to occur. 
 
Article III. Inspection and Enforcement. 
 
7.64.180. Authority to inspect. 
Whenever necessary to make an inspection to enforce any of the provisions of this 
Chapter, or whenever an authorized enforcement officer has reasonable cause to 
believe that there exists in any building or upon any premises any condition which 
constitutes a violation of the provisions of this Chapter, the officer may enter such 
building or premises at all reasonable times to inspect the same or perform any duty 
imposed upon the officer by this Chapter, provided that (i) if such building or premises 
be occupied, he or she shall first present proper credentials and request entry; and (ii) if 
such building or premises be unoccupied, he or she shall first make a reasonable effort 
to locate the owner or other persons having charge or control of the building or 
premises and request entry. 
  
Any such request for entry shall state that the property owner or occupant has the right 
to refuse entry and that in the event such entry is refused, inspection may be made only 
upon issuance of a search warrant by a duly authorized court.  
 
Routine or area inspections shall be based upon such reasonable selection processes 
as may be deemed necessary to carry out the objectives of this Chapter, including but 
not limited to random sampling and/or sampling in areas with evidence of stormwater 
surface water contamination, illicit discharges, discharge of non-stormwater surface 
water to the stormwater surface water system, or similar factors. 
(a) Authority to Sample and Establish Sampling Devices. With the consent of the owner 
or occupant or pursuant to a search warrant, any authorized enforcement officer may 
establish on any property such devices as are necessary to conduct sampling or 
metering operations. During all inspections as provided herein, the officer may take any 
samples deemed necessary to aid in the pursuit of the inquiry or in the recordation of 
the activities on-site.  
(b) Requirement to Test or Monitor. Any authorized enforcement officer may require that 
any person engaged in any activity and/or owning or operating any facility which may 
cause or contribute to storm surface water pollution or contamination, illicit discharges 
and/or discharges of non-storm surface water to the storm surface water system, 
undertake such monitoring activities and/or analyses and furnish such reports as the 
officer may specify. The burden, including costs, of these activities, analyses and 
reports shall bear a reasonable relationship to the need for the monitoring, analyses and 
reports and the benefits to be obtained. The recipient of such requests shall, at their 
own costs, undertake and provide the monitoring, analyses and reports required.  
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In the event the owner or operator of a facility subject to a monitoring and/or analyses 
order fails to conduct required monitoring and/or analyses and furnish the required 
reports in the form required, the authorized enforcement officer may in addition to the 
other penalties noted in this Chapter, cause such monitoring and/or analyses and the 
cost therefor, including the reasonable additional administrative costs incurred by the 
city to be borne by the owner of the property and the cost thereof shall be invoiced to 
the owner of the property.  
 
7.64.190. Violations constituting misdemeanors. 
Unless otherwise specified by ordinance, the violation of any provision of this Chapter, 
or failure to comply with any of the mandatory requirements of this Chapter shall 
constitute a misdemeanor; except that notwithstanding any other provisions of this 
Chapter, any such violation constituting a misdemeanor under this Chapter may, at the 
discretion of the authorized enforcement officer, with the consent of the City Attorney, 
be charged and prosecuted as an infraction.  
 
7.64.200. Penalty for violation. 
Upon conviction of a misdemeanor, a person shall be subjected to the of payment of a 
fine, or imprisonment, or both, not to exceed the limits set forth in California 
Government Code Section 36901.  
 
Upon conviction of an infraction, a person shall be subject to payment of a fine; not to 
exceed the limits set forth in California Government Code Section 36900. After a third 
conviction for a violation of the same provision subsequent violations within a twelve-
month period may be charged as a misdemeanor.  
 
7.64.210. Continuing violation. 
Unless otherwise provided, a person, firm, corporation or organization shall be deemed 
guilty of a separate offense for each and every day during any portion of which a 
violation of this chapter is committed, continued or permitted by the person, firm, 
corporation or organization and shall be punishable accordingly as herein provided.  
 
7.64.220. Concealment. 
Causing, permitting, aiding, abetting or concealing a violation of any provision of this 
chapter shall constitute a violation of such provision.  
 
7.64.230. Acts potentially resulting in violation of federal Clean Water Act and/or 
Porter-Cologne Act. 
Any person who violates any provision of this Chapter, any provision of any permit 
issued pursuant to this chapter, or who discharges waste or wastewater which causes 
pollution, or who violates any cease and desist order, prohibition, or effluent limitation, 
may also be in violation of the federal Clean Water Act and/or Porter-Cologne Act and 
may be subject to the sanctions of those acts including civil and criminal penalty. Any 
enforcement action authorized under this Article should also include notice to the 
violator of such potential liability.   
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7.64.240. Violations deemed a public nuisance. 
In addition to the penalties hereinbefore provided, any condition caused or permitted to 
exist in violation of any of the provisions of this Chapter is deemed a threat to the public 
health, safety and welfare, and is declared and deemed to be a public nuisance, and 
may be summarily abated and/or restored by the authorized enforcement officer, and/or 
civil action to abate, enjoin or otherwise compel the cessation of such nuisance may be 
taken by the City Attorney.  
 
The cost of such abatement and restoration shall be borne by the owner of the property 
and the cost thereof shall be invoiced to the owner of the property.  
 
If any violation of this Chapter constitutes a seasonal and recurrent nuisance, the Public 
Works Director shall so declare. Thereafter such seasonal and recurrent nuisance shall 
be abated every year without the necessity of further notification. If the City prevails in 
any administrative or civil proceedings initiated under this Chapter, the City shall be 
entitled to seek reimbursement for all costs incurred in connection with such 
proceeding. Such reimbursable costs may include, but are not limited to, the costs of 
investigation, administrative overhead, out-of-pocket expenses, costs of administrative 
hearings, costs of suit, and reasonable attorney fees.  
 
7.64.250. Civil actions. 
In addition to any other remedies provided in this Chapter, any violation of this Chapter 
may be enforced by civil action brought by the City. In any such action, the City may 
seek, and the court may grant, as appropriate, any or all of the following remedies:  
(a) A temporary and/or permanent injunction;  
(b) Assessment against the violator for the costs of any investigation, inspection, or 
monitoring survey, which led to the discovery of the violation, and for the reasonable 
costs incurred in preparing and prosecuting legal action as a result of violations of this 
Chapter, including Attorney fees.  
(c) Costs incurred in removing, correcting, or terminating the adverse effects resulting 
from the violation.  
(d) Compensatory damages for loss or destruction to water quality, wildlife, fish and 
aquatic life.  
(e) Such other relief as the court may authorize. Assessments under this Section shall 
be paid to the City to be used exclusively for costs associated with monitoring and 
establishing storm surface water discharge pollution control systems and/or 
implementing or enforcing the provisions of this ordinance.  
 
7.64.260. Administrative enforcement powers. 
In addition to the other enforcement powers and remedies established by this Chapter, 
the authorized enforcement officer has the authority to utilize the following 
administrative remedies.  
(a) Cease and Desist Orders. When the authorized enforcement officer finds that a 
discharge has taken place or is likely to take place in violation of this Chapter, the officer 
may issue an order to cease and desist such discharge, or practice, or operation likely 
to cause such discharge and direct that those persons not complying shall: (i) comply 
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with the requirement, (ii) comply with a time schedule for compliance, and/or (iii) take 
appropriate remedial or preventive action to prevent the violation from recurring.  
(b) Notice to Clean. Whenever the authorized enforcement officer finds any oil, earth, 
dirt, grass, weeds, dead trees, tin cans, rubbish, refuse, waste or any other material of 
any kind, in or upon the sidewalk abutting or adjoining any parcel of land, or upon any 
parcel of land or grounds, which may result in an increase in pollutants entering the City 
storm surface water drain system or a non-surface stormwater discharge to the City 
storm surface water drain system, he or she may give notice to remove such oil, earth, 
dirt, grass, weeds, dead trees, tin cans, rubbish, refuse, waste or other material in any 
manner that he or she may reasonably provide. The authorized enforcement officer 
shall specify in the notice the time allotted for compliance and the recipient of such 
notice shall undertake the activities necessary to abate such condition within the period 
of time specified. In the event the owner or operator of a facility fails to conduct the 
required activities as described in the notice, the authorized enforcement officer may 
cause such required activities as described in the notice and the cost thereof shall be 
invoiced to the owner of the property.  
 
7.64.270. Authority to arrest or issue citations. 
Duly authorized peace officers for the City shall have and are vested with the authority 
to arrest or cite and release any person who violates the provisions of this chapter, in 
the manner provided by California Penal Code Section 849.  
 
It is the intent of the City Council that the immunities prescribed in Section 836.5 of the 
Penal Code which apply to public officers or employees in the discharge of their duties 
within the course and scope of their employment shall apply to all actions taken by such 
peace officers or other city employees in discharging their duties in accordance with this 
partchapter.  
 
7.64.280. Appeal. 
Any person, firm, corporation or organization required to perform monitoring, analyses, 
reporting, and/or corrective activities by the authorized enforcement officer who is 
aggrieved by the decision of the authorized enforcement officer may appeal such 
decision to the City Manager within fifteen (15) days following the effective date of the 
decision by furnishing written request for an appeal to the Public Works Director. Upon 
receipt of such request, the Public Works Director shall request a report and 
recommendation from the authorized enforcement officer and shall set the matter for 
hearing at the earliest practical date. At such hearing, the City Manager may hear 
additional evidence, and may reject, affirm or modify the authorized enforcement 
officer's decision. Such decision shall be final.  
 
7.64.290. Judicial review. 
The provisions of Section 1094.6 of the California Code of Civil Procedure are 
applicable to judicial review of City decisions pursuant to this chapter.  
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7.64.300. Remedies not exclusive. 
(a) Remedies under this Chapter are in addition to and do not supersede or limit any 
and all other remedies, civil or criminal. The remedies provided for herein shall be 
cumulative and not exclusive.  
(b) In addition to any other authorized means of collection, any costs and charges 
imposed upon a person pursuant to this Chapter may be placed upon the tax rolls 
and/or may constitute a lien against said person and the subject real property. 
 
7.64.310. Disclaimer of liability. 
The degree of protection required by this Chapter is considered reasonable for 
regulatory purposes and is based on scientific, engineering and other relevant technical 
considerations. The standards set forth herein are minimum standards and this division 
does not imply that compliance will ensure that there will be no unauthorized discharge 
of pollutants into the waters of the United States. This Chapter shall not create liability 
on the part of the City or any officer or employee thereof for any damages that result 
from reliance on this chapter or any administrative decision lawfully made thereunder.  
 
Article IV. Coordination with Other Programs. 
 
7.64.320. Coordination with hazardous materials inventory and response 
program. 
The first revision of the business plan for any facility subject to the City's hazardous 
materials inventory and response program shall include a program for compliance with 
this chapter, including the prohibitions on non-stormwater surface water discharges and 
illicit discharges, and the requirement to reduce stormwater surface water pollutants to 
the maximum extent practicable.  
 
7.64.330. Confidential information. 
Information and data on a user obtained from reports, questionnaires, permit 
applications, permits and monitoring programs, and from inspections shall be made 
available to the EPA, state agencies and other local governmental agencies without 
restrictions. Such information and data shall also be made available to the public or 
other nongovernmental agencies without restriction unless the user specifically requests 
and is able to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the City that the release of such 
information would divulge information, processes or methods of production entitled to 
protection as trade secrets of the user. However, in no event shall stormwater surface 
water constituents and characteristics be recognized as confidential information.  
 
Information accepted by the City as confidential shall not be transmitted to any 
nongovernmental agency or to the general public by the City until or unless the request 
is received in writing and until ten days after notification of the request has been given 
to the user by the City. Furthermore, when requested by the person furnishing a report 
for uses related to this partchapter, the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit, State general industrial stormwater permit and/or State general 
construction activity water permit, the portions of a report which might disclose trade 
secrets or secret processes shall not be made available when requested by the public 
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or nongovernmental agencies. However, such portions of such reports shall be made 
available, without reservation, to the EPA, State agencies or local governmental 
agencies upon the written request of such agency.  
 
7.64.340. Special agreements. 
Special agreements and arrangements between the City and any persons or agencies 
may be established with the approval of the Council when, in the opinion of the City, 
unusual or extraordinary circumstances compel special terms and conditions. However, 
in no event shall any such agreement be interpreted so as to authorize the violation or 
waiver of applicable standards or requirements as delineated in the city's NPDES 
permit.  
 
Article V. Storm Surface Water Sewer Service Charges 
 
7.64.350 Storm Surface water sewer service charges purpose and basis. 
Storm Surface water sewer service charges as set forth in this chapter are established 
to assure that each recipient of storm surface water sewer services within the City 
surface waterstorm sewer service area shall pay its proportionate share of the costs of 
all surface waterstorm sewer service provided by the City. The funds collected shall be 
placed into a separate accounting fund to assure that they are used for the purpose for 
which they were collected.  The system of charges to be established must provide for 
the following items:  
(a). Sufficient financing for an adequate operation and maintenance program, including 
competent operating personnel.  
(b). Funds to be reserved for necessary future replacements, improvements, and 
expansions of the facilities.  
(c). Adequate funding to implement the NPDES Storm Water Permit BMP’s. 
(d). Adequate funding for projects that benefit the entire service area equally, including 
but not limited to upstream flood control projects, waterway protection and restoration, 
and correction of existing deficiencies in the collection system, recharge, wastewater 
treatment plant treatment and capacity reduction. 
(e). Such other costs as are deemed necessary and allowed by law. 
 
7.64.360. Setting of rates. 
Specific dollar amounts for surface waterstorm sewer service charges based on three 
factors: flood control, recharge of the underground aquifer, and an increase in treatment 
capacity as a result of redirecting surface water away from the wastewater treatment 
plant. The General Fund contribution will be based on the capital improvement projects 
that are related to flood control. The remaining funding will be through internal service 
charges to the Water and Waste Water divisions. The Water division will be responsible 
for all new construction and partially responsible for line replacements that result in an 
increase in recharge volume. The Waste Water funding is based on an increased 
capacity and treatment reduction costs.  the square footage of the parcel shall be 
established by resolution of the Board of Public Utilities Commissioners on a yearly 
basis.  Charges for projects of city-wide benefit shall be set by resolution of the Board of 
Public Utilities Commissioners when the projects are approved. 
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7.64.370. Collection. 
(a). The storm sewer service charge for dischargers shall be paid every month, and 
shall be billed to the person who pays for water service. The date charges for service 
begin to accrue for storm sewer service is the date water billing is started. The date 
charges for storm sewer service end is the later of the date the water service or refuse 
service is terminated.  
(b). All storm sewer service charges shall be retained by the City irrespective of any 
intra-billing termination date of storm sewer service, to defer service and administrative 
costs. Upon written application by the property owner of tenant-occupied property, 
billing and payment may be to and by such property owner where the refuse service 
charge is similarly billed and paid. Notwithstanding any agreement that may exist 
between tenant and property owner, the property owner is deemed to be ultimately 
chargeable for all fees imposed by this article.  
 
7.64.380. Late charges. 
(a). In the event that dischargers shall fail to pay any billing within thirty (30) days from 
the beginning of the calendar month which the billing covers, a late charge as set by 
resolution of the Board of Public Utilities Commissioners for each such billing month 
shall be added to the bill, and the City shall have no authority to accept any payment 
thereafter without collecting the late charge. This charge shall be collected to defray the 
cost of billing and bookkeeping involved in late payments. At the discretion of the City, 
service on outside accounts may be stopped and billed to the owner as a result of 
delinquency. A restart fee may be required.  
(b). In addition or in the alternative, and at the option of the City, the City may file a civil 
action for the collection of any amounts due and unpaid. This remedy shall be 
cumulative and in addition to the remedy of means of enforcing payment of the sum 
required to be paid by this chapter stated in subsection (a), (c), (d), (e), or (f) of this 
section.  
(c). As an alternate means of collection of amounts due and unpaid:  
1. Once a year the City Council shall cause to be prepared a report of delinquent fees 
including late charges. The Council shall fix a time, date and place for hearing the report 
and any objections or protests thereto;  
2. The Council shall cause notice of the hearing to be mailed to the landowners listed on 
the report not less than ten days prior to the date of the hearing;  
3. At the hearing the Council shall hear any objections or protests of landowners liable 
to be assessed for delinquent fees including late charges. The Council may make such 
revisions or corrections to the report as it deems just, after which, by resolution, the 
report shall be confirmed;  
4. The delinquent fees set forth in the report as confirmed shall constitute special 
assessments against the respective parcels of land and are a lien on the property for 
the amount of such delinquent fees. A certified copy of the confirmed report shall be 
filed with the county auditor for the amounts of the respective assessments against the 
respective parcels of land as they appear on the current assessment roll. The lien is 
created, and attaches upon recordation, in the office of the county recorder of the 
county in which the property is situated, of a certified copy of the resolution of 
confirmation. The assessment may be collected at the same time and in the same 
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manner as ordinary county ad valorem property taxes are collected and shall be subject 
to the same penalties and the same procedure and sale in case of delinquency as 
provided for such taxes. All laws applicable to the levy, collection and enforcement of 
county ad valorem property taxes shall be applicable to such assessment, except that if 
any real property to which such lien would attach has been transferred or conveyed to a 
bona fide purchaser for value, or if a lien of a bona fide encumbrance for value has 
been created and attached thereon, prior to the date on which the first installment of 
such taxes would become delinquent, then the lien which would otherwise be imposed 
by this section shall not attach to such real property and the delinquent fees, as 
confirmed, relating to such property shall be transferred to the unsecured roll for 
collection and recorded in the name of the prior property owner following City policies 
and procedures.  
5. The City may, in its discretion, issue separate bills for such special assessment taxes 
and separate receipts for collection on account of such assessment.  
(d). At the time the fees become delinquent, until such time as they are fully paid, the 
delinquent account balance, including late charges, shall constitute an unrecorded lien 
against the property, and, as such, may be identified during a title search. For 
commercial businesses, delinquent account balances, including late charges, may be 
considered an unrecorded lien against the business name and/or owner of the 
business.  
(e). In addition to, or in lieu of other collection processes, delinquent balances may be 
processed through a collection bureau.  
(f). In addition to, or in lieu of other collection processes, the City may discontinue water 
service as a means of collecting delinquent balances. 
 
PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this ___ day of ___________ 2009. 
 
 
   

President of the Council and Ex-Officio Mayor 
of the City of Tulare 

 
ATTEST: 
 
  
Chief Deputy City Clerk and Clerk of the 
Council of the City of Tulare 
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CITY OF TULARE  
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

 
 
Submitting Department: Community Development Department – Building 

Division 
 
For Council Meeting of:   December 20, 2016 
 
Documents Attached:  Ordinance  Resolution  Staff Report  Other None  
               
 
AGENDA ITEM:   
Public Hearing to pass-to-print Ordinance 16-___ repealing and reenacting Chapter 
4.04 of the Tulare Municipal Code relating to the adoption of the 2016 California 
Building Codes. 
 
IS PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED:     Yes       No 
 
BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION:     
The California Building Standards Commission (CBSC) is an independent commission 
within the State Consumer Services Agency responsible for reviewing, adopting, and 
publishing building standards for the State of California.  
 
Every three years, the CBSC adopts a compilation of building regulations referred to as 
the California Building Standards Code (California Code of Regulations, Title 24), which 
cities and counties are then mandated to adopt. Through the code adoption process, 
the CBSC selects and approves a set of model codes. Inclusive in these regulations are 
the California Building, Mechanical, Plumbing, Electrical, Existing Buildings, Fire, 
Energy, Residential Building, Historical Building, and Green Building Codes.  
 
Participating State agencies, such as State Fire Marshal (SFM), Division of the State 
Architect (DSA), Housing and Community Development (HCD), and Office of Statewide 
Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) have an opportunity to amend the code for 
the occupancy groups under their respective authorities.  
 
Local governments or jurisdictions can also modify the code to add more restrictive 
provisions based on their specific local geologic, climatic, and topographic conditions to 
protect their communities.  Any local amendments to the above mandated codes must 
be more restrictive than the State Building Standards Code and must be substantiated 
with findings, per California Health & Safety Code Section 17958. The administrative 
provisions of the code can be modified without specific justification based on local 
conditions. 
  
 

AGENDA ITEM: 
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The 2016 Codes become effective on January 1, 2017; however, the specific code 
addition applicable to a building project is established by the building permit application 
date. Therefore, projects submitted for a permit on or after January 1, 2017, must be 
designed to the 2016 edition of the California Building Standards Code. The specific 
codes mandated for effectiveness in January 2017 by the State of California are as 
follows: 
  

• 2016 California Administrative Code  
• 2016 California Building Code, Volume 1 & 2  
• 2016 California Residential Building Code    
• 2016 California Electrical Code 
• 2016 California Mechanical Code 
• 2016 California Plumbing Code 
• 2016 California Energy Code 
• 2016 California Fire Code 
• 2016 California Green Building Code 
• 2016 California Referenced Standards Code 

 
The 2016 California Building Code has undergone only minor changes from the 2013 
edition. A few of the most noteworthy changes are:  
 
• Accessory Structures  
Change Summary: The Maximum height for accessory structures has been increased 
from two to three stories above grade. Technical requirements have been removed from 
the definition, and accessory structures are now permitted to be unlimited in area.  
 
• Minimum Habitable Room Area  
Change Summary: The requirement for one habitable room with a minimum floor is of 
120 square feet has been removed from the code. “Tiny House Rule”  
 
• Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging Infrastructure  
Change Summary: Requires that new single- and two- family dwellings and town 
houses are ready for EV charger installations.  
 
• Change of Use or Occupancy  
Change Summary: A change in the buildings use, or a portion of a buildings use, with 
no change in its occupancy classification now requires that a new certificate of 
occupancy be issued.  
 
The attached Ordinance amends the City of Tulare’s Municipal Code Chapter 4.04 by 
repealing and reenacting the 2016 California Building Codes. No local amendments to 
these codes are anticipated in this cycle.   
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Pass-to-print Ordinance 16-___ repealing and reenacting Chapter 4.04 of the Tulare 
Municipal Code relating to the adoption of the 2016 California Building Codes. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW/COMMENTS:  Yes      N/A 
 
IS ADDITIONAL (NON-BUDGETED) FUNDING REQUIRED:    Yes      No     N/A 
 
FUNDING SOURCE/ACCOUNT NUMBER: 
 
Submitted by: Traci Myers  Title:  Community Development Deputy Director  
 
Date:   December 9, 2016   City Manager Approval:  ______  
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              ORDINANCE 16-____ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TULARE REPEALING 
AND REENACTING CHAPTER 4.04 (CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODES) OF THE 

TULARE MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO THE ADOPTION OF THE 2016 
CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODES 

  
 WHEREAS, the California Building Standards Commission (CBSC) is an independent 
commission within the State Consumer Services Agency responsible for reviewing, adopting, 
and publishing building standards for the State of California; and 
 
 WHEREAS, every three years, the CBSC adopts a compilation of building regulations 
referred to as the California Building Standards Code (California Code of Regulations, Title 24), 
which cities and counties are then mandated to adopt; and  
 
 WHEREAS, local governments or jurisdictions can modify the code to add more 
restrictive provisions based on their specific local geologic, climatic, and topographic conditions 
to protect their communities; and  
 
 WHEREAS, no local amendments to these codes are anticipated in this cycle.   
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE Council of the City of Tulare as follows: 
 
SECTION 1: Chapter 4.04 California Building Codes is hereby amended and shall read as 
follows: 
 
Chapter 4.04:  California Building Codes 
 
   4.04.010   California Administrative Code. 
   4.04.020   California Building Code 
   4.04.030   California Residential Code. 
   4.04.040   California Electrical Code. 
   4.04.050   California Mechanical Code. 
   4.04.060   California Plumbing Code. 
   4.04.070   California Energy Code. 
   4.04.080   California Green Building Standards Code. 
   4.04.090   California Referenced Standards Code. 
   4.04.100   California Historical Building Code. 
   4.04.110   California Existing Building Code. 
 
§ 4.04.010  California Administrative Code. 
   2013 2016 California Administrative Code, Title 24, part 1 is hereby adopted as though set 
forth in full. 
(Ord. 16-    passed 12-20-16, Ord. 13-07, passed 12-3-2013; Ord. 10--21, passed 12-7-2010) 
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§ 4.04.020  California Building Code. 
   2013 2016 California Building Code, Title 24, part 2, Volume 1 and 2, is hereby adopted as 
though set forth in full. 
(Ord. 16-    passed 12-20-16, Ord. 13-07, passed 12-3-2013; Ord. 10-21, passed 12-7-2010) 
 
§ 4.04.030  California Residential Building Code. 
   2013 2016 California Residential Code, Title 24, part 2.5 is hereby adopted as though set forth 
in full. 
(Ord. 16-    passed 12-20-16, Ord. 13-07, passed 12-3-2013; Ord. 10-21, passed 12-7-2010) 
 
§ 4.04.040  California Electrical Code. 
   2013 2016 California Electrical Code, Title 24, Part 3 is hereby adopted as though set forth in 
full. 
(Ord. 16-    passed 12-20-16, Ord. 13-07, passed 12-3-2013; Ord. 10-21, passed 12-7-2010) 
 
§ 4.04.050  California Mechanical Code. 
   2013 2016 California Mechanical Code, Title 24, Part 4 is hereby adopted as though set forth 
in full. 
(Ord. 16-    passed 12-20-16, Ord. 13-07, passed 12-3-2013; Ord. 10-21, passed 12-7-2010) 
 
§ 4.04.060  California Plumbing Code. 
   2013 2016 California Plumbing Code, Title 24, Part 5 is hereby adopted as though set forth in 
full. 
(Ord. 16-    passed 12-20-16, Ord. 13-07, passed 12-3-2013; Ord. 10-21, passed 12-7-2010) 
 
§ 4.04.070  California Energy Code. 
   2013 2016 California Energy Code, Title 24, Part 6 is hereby adopted as though set forth in 
full. 
(Ord. 16-    passed 12-20-16, Ord. 13-07, passed 12-3-2013; Ord. 10-21, passed 12-7-2010) 
 
§ 4.04.080  California Green Building Standards Code. 
   2013 2016 California Green Building Code, Title 24, Part 11 is hereby adopted as though set 
forth in full. 
(Ord. 16-    passed 12-20-16, Ord. 13-07, passed 12-3-2013; Ord. 11-09, passed 9-20-2011; Ord. 
10-21, passed 12-7-2010) 
 
§ 4.04.090  California Referenced Standards Code. 
   2013 2016 California Referenced Standards Code, Title 24, Part 12 is hereby adopted as 
though set forth in full. 
(Ord. 16-    passed 12-20-16, Ord. 13-07, passed 12-3-2013; Ord. 10-21, passed 12-7-2010) 
 
§ 4.04.100  California Historical Building Code. 
   2013 2016 California Historical Building Code, Title 24, Part 8 is hereby adopted as though set 
forth in full. 
(Ord. 16-    passed 12-20-16, Ord. 13-07, passed 12-3-2013) 
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§ 4.04.110  California Existing Building Code. 
   2013  2016 California Existing Building Code, Title 24, Part 10 is hereby adopted as though 
set forth in full. 
(Ord. 16-    passed 12-20-16, Ord. 13-07, passed 12-3-2013) 
 
 PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED THIS ________________day of __________ 
      
 

 
________________________________________________ 
President of the Council and Ex- Officio Mayor of the City 
of Tulare 

  
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 
Chief Deputy City Clerk of the  
Council of the City of Tulare   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        



 
  

CITY OF TULARE, CA 
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

 
Submitting Department: City Manager 
 
For Council Meeting of: December 20, 2016 
 
Documents Attached:    Ordinance    Resolution    Staff Report  Other   None  
               
 
AGENDA ITEM:     
Receive and review the upcoming budget dates. 
 
IS PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED:     Yes       No 
 
BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION:     
Pursuant to the Budget Team Policy approved by the Tulare Success Team (City Department 
Heads), the following are the upcoming budget dates and times: 
 
Joint Projects Budget Workshop (Council and BPU) – TBD January 2017. 
At the Joint Projects Budget Workshop, the City Manager and Project Management Team will 
present the proposed projects, including Capital Improvement Projects, for City Council and 
Board of Public Utilities (BPU) input and consideration.  This comprehensive plan will be the 
culmination of a four month effort by a cross-functional internal team.  The team worked to en-
sure all areas of expertise were considered when developing an effective projects program that 
would have the biggest impact Citywide.  Due to the Transportation Utility Improvements Pro-
gram utilizing multiple funding sources under Council and Board purview, a joint workshop is be-
ing held.  All other projects will also be discussed and presented during this time, so both Au-
thorizing Bodies will be advised of projects being proposed this cycle.   
 
Tentative City Council Budget Workshop – Last Week of February 2017  
The tentative date for BPU Operating Budget Workshop is the last week of February 2017.  Ad-
ditional budget workshops will be scheduled as needed following this initial budget workshop. 
 
Tentative City Council Budget Adoption – June 6, 2017 
The tentative date for the adoption of the Operating and Projects Budget for fiscal year 2018/19 
is June 6, 2017. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Receive and review the upcoming budget dates and times. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW/COMMENTS:  Yes      N/A 
 
IS ADDITIONAL (NON-BUDGETED) FUNDING REQUIRED:    Yes      No     N/A 
 
FUNDING SOURCE/ACCOUNT NUMBER: 
 
Submitted by:  Paul Melikian  Title:    Interim City Manager 
 
Date:   November 23, 2016  City Manager Approval: __________ 

AGENDA ITEM: 



 
  

CITY OF TULARE, CA 
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

 
Submitting Department: City Manager’s Office 
 
For Council Meeting of: December 20, 2016 
 
Documents Attached: Ordinance Resolution Staff Report Other None  
               
 
AGENDA ITEM:     
Review, discussion, selection and update of City Council Representation on outside 
agency Boards and Committees List. 
 
IS PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED:     Yes       No 
 
BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION:     
The Tulare City Council has a standing list of boards and commissions in which mem-
bers of the council are asked to serve as representatives.  This list may be modified, 
updated, and/or reaffirmed at the Council’s discretion after the reorganization of the 
Council following an election.   
 
The current list reflects positions that were held by Council Member(s) Vejvoda and 
Gowin.  Those positions should be considered for new appointment.  Additionally the 
Council may consider a change of existing positions that are held if that is their desire. 
 
Council may discuss other representations as well and make any modifications as 
needed. 
 
The City Council at the December 6, 2016 meeting selected Vice Mayor Castellanoz as 
the TCAG representative and Council Member Macedo as the alternate.  TCAG mem-
ber-at-large positions are handled through TCAG only, by application for appointment. 
 
*With regard to the LAFCO alternate position (term ending May 1, 2017), it is included 
on this list for advisement purposes only, appointments are recommended by the Coun-
ty’s City Selection Committee (consisting of an elected official, typically the Mayor, of 
the eight incorporated cities) and appointed by the Board of Supervisors. 
 
The TCAG representative and alternate are selected by their respective cities.  TCAG 
member-at-large positions are handled through TCAG only, by application for appoint-
ment. 
 
The San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District appointment is also listed for ad-
visement purposes only.  This appointment is made by the Air Board Selection Commit-

AGENDA ITEM: 



tee and we will be notified once they begin that application process, if a member is in-
terested in serving on this Board.  
 
**Presently, the City has a member of the Board of Public Utilities (BPU), Phil Smith, 
who serves as the alternate to the Groundwater Sustainability Agency Board and has 
attended meetings since its inception.  Pursuant to the Board’s JPA it would be appro-
priate that a member of the BPU serve as a board member and fill this vacancy. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
Review, discussion, selection and update of City Council Representation on outside 
agency Boards and Committees List. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW/COMMENTS:  Yes     x N/A 
  
IS ADDITIONAL (NON-BUDGETED) FUNDING REQUIRED:    Yes     x No     N/A 
 
FUNDING SOURCE/ACCOUNT NUMBER: 
 
Submitted by: Paul Melikian Title:     Interim City Manager 
 
Date:   12/7/16     City Manager Approval: ________ 



December 20, 2016 

   
CITY COUNCIL REPRESENTATION ON BOARDS/COMMITTEES 

                                                                                                        
 
      
          Board/Committee                                                           Representative                 
 
Agri-Center Board Liaison 
 
Council of Cities 
 
 
Chamber Board (request by John Harman) 
 
Tulare County Association of Governments 
Meets 3rd Monday; 1 p.m.  
 
 
*Tulare County Local Agency Formation Commission 
   (City Selection Committee recommends; appointed  
   by Board of Supervisors) Meets 1st Wednesday,  
   2  p.m. - County Admin. Bldg, 
 
Tulare Downtown Association 
Meets 1st  Wednesday, 7 a.m. – Chamber Office 
 
Tulare County Economic Development Corp. 
Board of Directors (EDC) & Business Incentive Zone 
Council - Meets 4th Wednesday, 7:30 a.m. 
  
City Employee Health Insurance Committee 
Meets quarterly, 3rd Thursday, 10 a.m., City Hall 
 
City Investment Committee 
Meets quarterly, 11 a.m., City Hall 
 
Teens on Board Liaison 
 
Tulare Irrigation District Joint Committee 
 
**Groundwater Sustainability Agency Board 
 
South San Joaquin Valley Air Board 
(Selection process made by Air Board selection 
committee.) 

Macedo 
 
Gowin 
Castellanoz- alternate 
 
Vejvoda 
 
Castellanoz (appointment made 
12/6/16_ 
Macedo- 1st alternate 
 
Vejvoda (alternate board member as 
selected by the City Selection 
Committee terms expires 5/1/17 per 
TCAG) 
 
Vejvoda 
 
 
Vejvoda 
Macedo - alternate 
 
 
 
Vejvoda 
 
Macedo (Mayor) 
 
 
Jones 
 
Vejvoda & Jones  
 
Jones & Vejvoda 
 
Vejvoda 
 

 
**Note:  City Council & Board of Public 
Utilities Members are eligible to serve on the 
GSA Board.  Phil Smith is currently the 
Alternate Board Member for Tulare.  



 
  

CITY OF TULARE, CA 
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

 
Submitting Department: City Manager’s Office 
 
For Council Meeting of: December 20, 2016 
 
Documents Attached:    Ordinance    Resolution    Staff Report  Other*  None  
                
 
AGENDA ITEM:     
Consideration of reappointment/appointment of Committee on Aging Members, Housing & 
Building Appeals Board Members and Police Review Board Members. 
 
IS PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED:     Yes       No 
 
BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION:     
The City of Tulare has 11 boards and commissions in addition to the City Council. From time to 
time, appointments and reappointments are needed due to vacancies and expiring terms. Cur-
rently, the Council’s consideration is necessary for reappointment/appointment of Committee 
on Aging Members, Housing & Building Appeals Board Members and Police Review Board 
Members. In addition to the reappointment/appointments contained with the transmittal, the 
Council may direct staff to continue with recruiting for applicants and delay reappointments to a 
later date. 
 
Recruiting applicants for consideration to these voluntary Board, Commission and/or Commit-
tee positions continues to be challenging. The City’s practice of issuing multiple press releas-
es, postings for vacancies, applicant preference, along with the City’s continuous recruitment 
for applications on the website have not brought in a sufficient applicant pool necessary to fill 
vacancies or for consideration of appointment during term endings.  
 
Committee on Aging 
The five-member Committee on Aging is responsible for advising the Recreation, Parks and 
Library Department on matters of senior citizen interest including such areas as recreation, so-
cial and nutritional services.  Members serve a four year term and are appointed by the City 
Council.  Meetings are held at 12:00 p.m., on the third Wednesday of the month at the Senior 
Community Center. The Committee on Aging has three positions (two filled, one vacant) 
whose terms expire December 31, 2016 as follows: 
 
Jackie Zupp 
Albert Lemus 
Vacant 
 
The members noted request reappointment. With regard to the Committee on Aging vacancy, 
Priscilla Musgrove, who was previously interviewed by the Council on September 20, 2016, 
although not selected for that particular position, expressed her willingness to serve elsewhere.  
When staff contacted Ms. Musgrove concerning this vacancy, she said was delighted to be 
considered.  Ms. Musgrove had a conflict regarding attendance at this meeting, but wishes to 
serve.  Staff submits this request for consideration. 

AGENDA ITEM: 



Housing and Building Appeals Board 
The Housing and Building Appeals Board (Appeals Board) consists of five members appointed 
by the City Council to serve four-year terms.  The Board meets primarily on an "as needed" 
basis to hear and decide appeals of orders, decisions or determinations made by building offi-
cials regarding construction related activity. Preferably, members should be familiar with the 
building and construction industry.  The Tulare Police Department Code Enforcement Division 
serves as staff liaison to this Board, and has advised that due to the uniqueness of their 
charge that the body has not met to consider an appeal of any of the actions under their pur-
view since June 23, 2015. The Appeals Board also has three positions whose terms expire 
December 31, 2016 as follows: 
 
Jan Lazarus (*email requesting reappointment attached) 
Patrick Isherwood (*letter requesting reappointment attached) 
Alberto Aguilar (*email requesting reappointment attached) 
 
The members noted request reappointment. 
 
Citizen Complaint Police Review Board 
The Citizen Complaint Police Review Board is charged with the responsibility to review the Po-
lice Department's investigation of citizen complaints in specific areas and provide an inde-
pendent review to the Chief of Police.  The Board does not recommend or review disciplinary 
action against employees.  Seven members of the Board are appointed by the City Council to 
two year terms. The Board has seven positions whose terms expire December 31, 2016, five 
are appointed by each of the five City Council Members and two are appointed at-large as fol-
lows: 
 
John Avila (at-large appointment) 
Gene Chavez (Nunley previously, Vejvoda, appointment) 
Elva Strawn (Macedo appointment) 
Maria Grijalva (Sigala previously, Gowin, appointment) 
Jennifer Rodriguez (Castellanoz appointment) 
Howard Stroman (at-large appointment) 
Joe R. Espinoza, Sr. (Jones appointment) 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
Consideration of reappointment/appointment of Committee on Aging Members, Housing & 
Building Appeals Board Members and Police Review Board Members. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW/COMMENTS:       Yes      N/A 
 
IS ADDITIONAL (NON-BUDGETED) FUNDING REQUIRED:    Yes      No     N/A 
 
Submitted by:  Paul Melikian  Title:  Interim City Manager     
 
Date:   December 12, 2016  City Manager Approval: __________ 
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